
The Light of Christ 



From a stained glass window of the Nativity Scene in the chapel of the Churchill Hospital, Oxford. It is one of three 
Victorian windows removed from the chapel of the old Cowley Road Hospial before it was pulled down 10 years ago. 


A message from the Bishop 


Eve. The Christian Christmas 
begins on Christmas Day, as 
we joyfully celebrate the light 
of Christ shining in the 
darkness of this world. It con- 
tinues to Epiphany, when we 
reflect on the story of the three 
Wise Men coming to kneel 
before the infant Christ. 
Epiphany, which means 
Showing Forth and is sym- 
bolised by light, is a sign of the 
revelation of God going out to 
all people. 

On this Epiphany (January 
6), the Decade of Evangelism 
will be launched in every 
parish in the country. We pray 
that our friends, neighbours 
and workmates may come to 
the light of Christ; may have 
their lives irradiated as they 
give themselves over to God in 
love. 


With every blessing for 
Christmas , 1991 and the 
Decade . 

Richard 
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An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet: 

One Village, 

Charlbury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812866 


Come into one village 

this Christmas for 
unique ideas: hand made 
home & living accessories 
from 25p to£££. 

Containers, decor, 
furnishings, bags, slipper 
socks and much, much, 
more.... 



ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM CO-OPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 


Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 


Without light we could not 
see. 

Without light plants cannot 
grow. 

Without light we would die. 

“God is light” (1 John 1.5). In 
His light we can see the true 
meaning and purpose of our 
lives. In His light, we grow 
and flower into the beautiful 
person we have it in us to be. 
Without that light, we die 
spiritually. 

Often, the sky seems grey 
and clouded over. Then the 
sunlight shines through, 
lighting up the landscape. 
“For it is the God who said: 
‘Let light shine out of 
darkness’, who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ.” (2 
Corinthians 4.6). 

The secular Christmas 
begins with shopping in 
September, and ends with 
over-indulgence on Christmas 
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Experience Counts 

The craftsmen at New Stone will restore your 
building to its finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as important 
as the cutting back to sound stone 
and careful reinforcement to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 

■■ IMEW STONE 

■i WM AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA48NQ TEL 08956 76184 FAX 0895621574 



MEMORIALS 

by the specialists (established over 40 years) 

VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND CONSULT 
OUR SKILLED STONEMASONS OR SEND 
FOR BROCHURE 

Ross Stonecraft Ltd 

Elliman Avenue, Slough SL2 5AZ 
Member National Ass of Master Masons 

Slough (0753) 22889 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

-for 


EVANGELISM 
with 


CHURCH ARMY 

The Church Army officer meets with people where it matters - 
right where they are. Full training for a variety of service is 
provided for selected Candidates, an upper age limit of 40 years 
applies and applicants must be committed Anglicans. 

Find out what Church Army is doing. 




* 


For further details complete the coupon and 
return to Andrew Crooks or Julie 
Wallace. Church Army , 
Independents Road, 
Blackheath, London SE3 9 LG. 
Tel: 01-318 1226. 
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Life cares — will you? 

life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


SovetheXJhbornChild 

life 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Reading 581699 
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All types of clock restoration and 

11X1' 



repair , including dial and case repairs. 




Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

ml 



Carriage and Striking clocks 

1 



Collection and delivery available. 
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Ickford (0844) 339445 




(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 




Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 

'171 



Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
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Security of prayer in an 
insecure profession 


Dana — real name 
Rosemary Scallon (nee 
Brown) — leapt to fame in 
1969 as a 17-year-old, 
when she won the Eurovi- 
sion Song Contest with a 
song called All Kinds of 
Everything . It was the start 
of an enduring career that 
has included many Top 
Ten hits, album, stage and 
cabaret tours, television 
and radio series and, of 
course, pantomine... this 
year, at Oxford’s Apollo 
Theatre. 

All through it, Dana has 
never made any secret of 
her Christian faith. A 
cradle Catholic, reared in 
a devout home where 
prayer and regular atten- 
dance at Mass was part of 
life, she had a very special 
and personal encounter 
with God in 1977, through 
the charismatic renewal 
movement in the Roman 
Catholic Church. From 
that time on, with the sup- 
port of husband Damien, 
she has frequently taken a 
public stand for Christ. 


If only Christians could be 
the ones to lead the way' 




pect, but we’ve always found 
that ^ his way is 
the best in the end. A 
If we allow him to lead, 
he does lead. * 

Research by David Winter. 


Dana, as ‘Snow White’ in pantomine in Oxford. 
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Dana 


Alongside her profes- 
sional career, she has also 
written and recorded 
several very popular Chris- 
tian songs, including lotus 
Tuus (‘ Totally Yours 9 ) 
which reached number one 
in the hit parade in the 
Republic of Ireland. In 
1985 her autobiography, 
Dana , was published by 
Hodder & Stoughton. In it, 
she describes the way in 
which their Christian faith 
influences the life of her 
family. 

S Our day-to-day personal 
^ relationship with Christ is 
^ at the heart of our lives as 
a couple and as a family, and for 
us, through attending our 
church, we find the Bread of life 
in the Eucharist. There, we con- 
tinue to seek forgiveness of sinr 
in confession. There, we are fed 
and challenged. Our faith is an 
ever-strengthening presence in 
our marriage. 

The Living Word is the guide 
for our lives and prayer is our 


constant communication with 
the Lord. We see the example 
and receive the encouragement 
of those who love Jesus, from 
Mary his mother to the saints 
and all his people here on earth 
who try to live out the Gospel 
as Christians. God does not 
seem to discriminate. I think he 
just looks for open hearts. 

I always feel so sad when I 
come across narrow-mindedness 
among Christians. I feel a sense 
of despair about the divisions in 
the rest of the world. If only 
Christians could be the ones to 
lead the way, to reach out across 
the barriers to our brothers and 
sisters who worship God in dif- 
ferent ways. 

Maybe some people haven’t 
experienced what I’ve always 
found — that when I meet so- 
meone who is filled with the 
Holy Spirit , there is no barrier. 
Anyway, there are good points 
in every Church, as there are in 
every person. I know we can 
give support and love in return. 

I feel that I’m on a road that 
goes on for ever and I’m not 
scared about what might lie 
around the next corner because 


I know God has got it all work- 
ed out. That’s quiet something 
for me to be able to say. 

If I wasn’t a Christian, I think 
I’d be an endless worrier and, 
besides, show business is one of 
the most insecure professions 
you could choose. Yes, I still get 
nervous and anxious sometimes, 
but now I’m able to pray about 
it and that gives me the peace 
and confidence to be able to 
cope with the difficulties. 

There have been occasions 
when I haven’t been able to hand 
a problem over to the Lord, 
perhaps because I just haven’t 
had the faith at the time that he 
could look after it (as if I could 
do any better!) and then I’ve ex- 
perienced an awful panicky, 
lonely feeling that comes from 
trying to shoulder just too much 
responsibility all alone. And 
once you panic, it’s so hard to 
hear what God is saying to you. 
I’ve found that it isn’t until I stop 
struggling by myself and just let 
go, that God is able to show me 
what his plan is for me. 

And I know with an absolute 
certainty that he has got a plan 
for my life, a plan for Damien, 
for our family and for everyone. 
We’ve found that sometimes this 
plan isn’t what we’ve wanted at 
that moment and he often 
doesn’t work in the way we ex- 


Unwrapping 

Christmas 

CHRISTMAS Cracker 
Restaurants will soon be appear- 
ing again all over the country. 
The restaurants are run on the 
basis of ‘Eat less — pay more’ 
with all proceeds going to the 
Third World. Last year, over 
100 charity restaurants raised 
more than £400,000 for famine 
relief in Ethiopia, refugees in 
Jordan, and children in 
Romania. 

In Oxford, church youth 
groups are already hard at work 
getting ready to open a 
Christmas Cracker Restaurant in 
the Ciy for the first time. “The 
great thing about Cracker is that 
it’s not just a case of digging into 
your pocket and giving some 
money,” said Anne Perry, one 
of the organisers. “The young 
people who run these restaurants 
are actually doing someing — 
they’re actively getting involv- 
ed.” 

There will also be a restaurant 
in Amersham and both projects 
urgently need donations of food, 
cutlery, tables, chairs — 
everything in fact to run a 
restaurant. (See page 5 for full 
details). 

The Cracker restaurant is just 
one idea from the Oasis Trust’s 
huge Christmas Unwrapped 
programme to help churches 
reveal the real meaning of 
Christmas. 

For more information and a 
list of helpful resources such as 
a schools pack, carol sheets 
which combine carols and 
modern songs and a ‘What are 
you doing for Christmas’ video 
featuring Cliff Richards and 
others, contact Christmas Un- 
wrapped, Haddon Hall, 22 
Tower Bridge Road, London 
SE1 4TR tel: 071-231 4583. 


YOU are reminded that we do 
not publish in January. The 
February issue will include 
suggestions on how to put your 
DOOR to good use in the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism. You can 
start now. If by mid-December 
you still have a pile left in your 
church why not take some 
round to local churches of 
other denominations? Or you 
could send, spare copies to 
absent friends. And please see 
that no stranger leaves 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 
without The DOOR. 



NOAH’S ARK 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elder- 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


Westminster College OXFORD 


HAVE YOU . . . five years experience in 
ordained/recognised ministry? 

ARE YOU . . . interested in reflecting on 
the nature of your ministry? 

ARE YOU . . . prepared to undertake 
part-time sustained study at home? 

Send for details of our ecumenial 
MA/Diploma in Applied Theology 
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WEST OXFORDSHIRE AND CHERWELL 
ADULT PLACEMENT SCHEME 


ji.'S’Xm" Could You Make 


* We are 
people to offer 

and support to adults Your HOUSe 
who have various ■ ■ 

needs due to Someone Else's 

individual learning -" 

difficulties. HOITIG? 

* We would like to 

hear from families or individuals who can provide not 
only accommodation but time, care and support for 
holidays, weekends or long-term placements. 

* By offering this alternative choice of 
accommodation we can help people with learning 
difficulties to develop as indviduals and to integrate 
more fully into society. 

*To enable us to offer this valuable and exciting 
service we need your help. Even if you have no 
experience, please contact us as you will be given 
professional advice and assistance throughout. You 
would be paid £100 - £120 week for your work and 
commitment. 

For further details please contact Rachel Kay or 
Alison Gackowski on Kidlington 841973 . 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


CARING COUNTYWIDE 
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Faith, hope 
and love 

‘HOPE for the Countryside’ 
very nearly became the title of 
the recent report of the Ar- 
chbishops’ Commission on 
Rural Areas (ACORA). 
However, one member of the 
working party had pointed out 
that in the wake of ‘Faith in the 
City’. ‘Hope for the Coun- 
tryside’ could only have been 
followed by ‘Love in the 
Suburbs’ — so the title was 
quickly dropped. 

This lighter aside, however, 
set the tone for a hopeful and 
. positive discussion of rural 
issues and the rural Church at a 
half-day conference ojri 
November 13 to launch the 
ACORA Faith in the Coun- 
tryside report within Berkshire. 
The conference, organised 
jointly by the Community Coun- 
cil for Berkshire and the Arch- 
deaconry of Berkshire, was held 
at the Berkshire College of 
Agriculture. 

The Bishop of Reading’s in- 
troductory emphasis on partner- 
ship in our approaches to 
implement the report provided 
a key note for two addresses by 
the Revd Jeremy Martineau, the 
Archbishop’s Rural Officer, and 
Trevor Cherrett of the Rural 
Development Commission. 

Jeremy Martineau commented 
on the need for a restructuring 
of local government and Church 
organisations (parish councils 
and Parochial Church Councils). 
He summarised the findings of 
the Rural Church Project, which 
showed that while only about 
seven per cent of the population 
attended worship regularly, 
more than two-thirds of a rural 
community wanted to identify 
themselves with their church, so 
there was a fund of goodwill 
towards the Church. However, 
insensitive grouping together of 
parishes often seemed to alter 
the effectiveneess of the Church 
in a negative way, he said. 

Trevor Cherrett welcomed the 
report, not least for its excellent 
analysis of the rural situation. 
He considered some of the social 
issues it had raised including 
rural transport, schools, com- 
munity health care, village halls 
and housing, making a special 
plea for more low cost or rent- 
able housing. 


Aids and the Churches 


Synod opens 

THE new session of the General 
Synod was formally opened by 
Her Majesty the Queen on 
November 13. Among the main 
items on the agenda were: 
Receiving and Giving, a report 
on Christian stewardship, the 
Faith in the Countryside report 
and the Ageing report (see page 
4). There will be a report by our 
General Synod correspondent, 
Hilary Unwin, in the February 
DOOR. 


Time we all saw the light 



EVERY day, the Church of Christ the Corner- 
stone is a step nearer completion. At a special 
service recently to mark the laying, of the plinth 
stones, the Rt Revd Simon Burrows, Bishop of 
Buckingham, described this showpiece of 
ecumenical co-operation as “the culmination of 
21 yers of working together’’. He said “The City 
Church will be a focus for the spiritual aspira- 
tions of the ‘New City’ and a glimpse of tomor- 
row’s Church.’’ 

Children and young people from local 
Ecumenical and Roman Catholic congregatrions 
are seen in the photo above taking part in the lay- 
ing of the stones. Also taking part were Roy 
Freestone, Baptist Superintendent of the Central 
Area, Leo McCartie, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Northampton, Garth Rogers, Methodist Chair- 
man of London North West District, and John 
Slow, URC Moderator of East Midland Province. 


The enormous dome which will eventually 
dominate the skyline is being constructed on the 
ground, to be hoisted in place in time for this 
Christmas, and crowned with a Cross at Easter 

1991. The building should be completed by 
Christmas 1991 and be officially opened at Easter 

1992. 

Buy a Brick, the latest money-making venture, 
has already brought in over £5,000 since its 
launch in October. Through an insert in a local 
magazine, businesses, householers, past sup- 
porters and LEP bodies were asked to buy bricks 
at £5 each. Donors’ names are being recorded 
in a special book to be stored for posterity in the 
Cornerstone archives. 

With an estimated 165,000 bricks needed, a 
staggering £325,000 could be raised which will 
go a long way to meet the outstanding £600,000 
still to be raised. To buy a brick contact the 
Church Appeal Office on 0908 660336. 


Where women are welcome 


AT the annual meeting of the 
Oxford Diocese branch of the 
Movement for the Ordination of 
Women in Reading, a message 
of welcome from the Bishop of 
Reading was read to the 
members present, who 
represented most of the 
deaneries in the Diocese. 

In the keynote address, the 
Revd Elizabeth Baxter, a deacon 
in the inner city parish of South 
Headingley in Leeds, spoke 
movingly of her experience of 
bringing the Gospel to the 
people in an Urban Priority 


Area, and of trying to help 
families struggling with multiple 
problems of deprivation. 

In particular, her ministry was 
welcomed by people in places 
where a male priest could not 
go, such as visiting bereaved 
Muslim women or a women’s 
refuge. She found that people 
treated her as if she were a priest 
and were surprised to be told 
that she could not be one 
because she was a woman. 

Her message was that men 
and women should be able to 


work together fully in order to 
bring the Gospel to all people 
during the Decade of 
Evangelism, especially to those 
marginalised by society. 

The Executive Committee 
was re-elected, with the Revd 
Susan Cole-King in the Chair. 
The meeting was told that there 
are 190 members of the group. 
Priests for the Ordination of 
Women, in the Oxford Diocese. 
There are at present 36 full-time 
women parish deacons in the 
Diocese and a further three in 
training. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


John Madeley 


Two worlds at Christmas 


“THE most vivid memory I brought 
back with me,” said a friend just home 
from a holiday in Florida, “was the 
number of people waggling round the 
streets who weigh around 30 stone.” He 
was told that some Americans are now 
so overweight that they have no incen- 
tive to eat less. They have given up hope 
of reducing weight. 

Just a few days after this conversation, 
came a warning from Oxfam that Sudan 
is on the brink of a famine as devastating 
as the 1984 and 1985 when several hun- 
dred thousand people died. Drought, in 
a country with little irrigation, means 
that output of the country’s staple foods 
seems likely to be a million tons less than 
is needed. Food is now desperately short, 
and five million people could face famine 
in 1991. 

In December last year I visited the 
eastern region of Sudan, and could only 
marvel at the way people live full and ac- 
tive lives on so little; there were precious 
few resources, but there wa a dignified 
determination to get on with their lives. 
There was, however, virtually no 
‘ margin’, no room for anything to go 
wrong. This year’s food shortage for the 


people 1 met could mean that they are 
tipped from life into a desperate strug- 
gle for survival. 

As famine stalks Africa again, you may 
say what about all that money that was 
raised to help people in the 1984/85 
famine? That money was, of course, 
urgently needed and undoubtedly saved 
many lives. But it was chiefly for relief 
rather than for long-term development. 

These famines will go on, unless 
famine-prone countries receive more 
money for development projects that 
will enable them to be less vulnerable to 
famine. We have drought in Britain, but 
it does not cause famine. Sudan needs 
emergency help — in the next twelve 
months up to a million tons of food. But 
for the longer aid, it needs development 
aid to help it become self-sufficient. If 
Sudanese people have money to build 
village-level irrigation systems, for ex- 
ample, it would mean they are no longer 
at the mercy of the weather. 

Sadly, our government is giving less 
help to the poor of the Earth. Whereas 
the United Nations has recommended 
that industrialised nations give at least 0.7 
per cent of their national incomes to the 


poor, Britain last year gave only 0.31 per 
cent — less than half. We personally are 
in a better position to suggest that the 
government reaches the UN aid target, 
if we ourselves are giving one percent of 
our own incomes. 

Giving one per cent of our income to 
the poor as part of our commitment to 
One World, as the Diocese has urged, 
may seem a small thing to do in the face 
of five million people in Sudan being 
threatened with famine. But then we do 
have the example of the loaves and fishes. 

Two grotesquely uneven worlds this 
Christmas, the world of the starving and 
of the affluent — seen in an obvious form 
in those 30-stone heavyweights, but in- 
volving the vast majority of us in Britain. 
What an affront to that babe in 
Bethlehem! If we want to give a 
Christmas gift to the poor we might do 
worse than make a determined commit- 
ment to share more of our wealth with 
them and refuse to accept that two 
worlds are either necessary or inevitable. 

John Madeley 
John Madeley is Editor of International 
Agricultural Development and a member of 
The General Synod. 


“WHEN we juxtapose the 
Church and Aids sufferers, we 
must avoid the suggestion of ‘us 
and them’, there are good 
Church people who have died of 
Aids; we are all in this 
together’’, said the Bishop of 
Oxford at the opening of a con- 
ference on The Churches and 
Aids at Ruskin College, Oxford 
on October 25. 

The conference was the sixth 
in a series organised by the Ox- 
ford Regional Health Authority 
and the HIV and Aids Education 
Programme, and explored the 
Churches’ role in helping to pre- 
vent the spread of HIV, and its 
response to people already liv- 
ing with HIV and Aids. 

Bishop Richard said that the 
Churches could help to avoid 
“scaremongering’’ by presen- 
ting the facts rationally and 
calmly. They had to bear some 
of the responsibility for the feel- 
ing that Aids is a “gay illness’’ 
because of their attitude to 
homosexuality. In any case, the 
latest figures showed that by 
1994 there would be more cases 
among heterosexuals than 
homosexuals. 

At the London Lighthouse he 
had seen a photograph of so- 
meone who had died of Aids, 
and emblazoned all over it were 
the worlds: “From victim to 
victory’’. It was this kind of real 
hope which the Churches might 
be able to offer to those with 
Aids, even though in human 
terms their lives were “petering 
out into nothingness,’’ he said. 

Other speakers included the 
Revd Andrew Henderson, 
Director of the Lighthouse, who 
referred to the Churches as “the 
largest voluntary community 
network in existence”. Yet this 
potential remained largely un- 
tapped, and when he had asked 
at the Lighthouse where the 


Churches could best assist the 
answer was always: “The Chur- 
ches need to do their own work 
on fear and prejudice, and then 
they will know what to do 
because people with HIV/ Aids 
in their own membrship will feel 
comfortable and will be heard. 

Father John White, a Roman 
Catholic and Pastoral Care Co- 
ordinator at the Lighthouse, 
spoke movingly about his own 
unheard isolation when he had 
first been diagnosed HIV 
positive and could not “break 
the silence”. 

Perhaps the most tantalising 
comment of the day came from 
Gareth Moore from Blackfriars, 
who contrasted the teaching of 
the Churches, particularly the 
Roman Catholic Church, on 
marriage and sexuality with cur- 
rent social practice. While it was 
important to remember that 
belonging to a church didn't 
mean that you walked out 
“because you found the teaching 
difficult”, there was a genuine 
fundamental disagreement about 
how we should live and he could 
see no way of resolving it. 

No-one took up the point, ex- 
cept a lone voice in the discus- 
sion at the end of the day who 
said that a great deal had been 
said about “the Church” but 
very little about Christ’s 
teaching. So the “fundamental 
disagreement” remains on the 
agenda for another day. 


STOP PRESS: It has just been 
announced that the Revd Hugh 
Cross has been appointed the 
first ever ecumenical Moderator 
for the Borough of Milton 
Keynes. He is a Baptist minister 
who for eleven years was the 
Ecumenical Officer of the 
British Council of Churches. 
More details next issue. 


Prayers and bears 

HUNDREDS of mothers and carers and their under-fives will gather 
at Child Beale Bird Park near Reading on Thursday June 27, 1991 
for “Prayers and Bears”, a day specially organised by the Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union for those who attend mid-week “pram services”. 
This very special congregation will gather at 11am with their 
favourite teddy bears for a service of songs, stories and prayers 
followed by a picnic. Entry is by ticket only, so write early to Felici- 
ty Randall, St Peter’s Vicarage, Glebe Road, Didcot, OX11 8PN. 
Please send SAE. 

For mothers and children in the parish of St Paul Wokingham, 
there is an even earlier treat in store thanks to the Mothers’ Union. 
For the fourth year running the Parish of St Paul, Wokingham MU 
are running a daily creche in December. Children can be left (with 
spare nappies please) between 10am and 3.30pm and lunch will 
be provided. 

During the rest of the year a morning creche is held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. Details from Mrs Boscher, 101 Reading 
Road, Wokingham, Berks RG11 1EN. 


Who fights for 
the soldier 
when 
the soldier 
can't fight? 
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Volunteers Needed Now! 

The Oxfordshire Branch of the Soldiers' Sailors' 
and Airmen's Families Association needs 
volunteers to help with casework in the county, 
especially in the Oxford City and Bicester areas. 
SSAFA, with the FHS, helps all Service and ex- 
Service men, women and families whatever their 
problem. Would you give time to be trained as a 
voluntary caseworker? Time to understand, give 
comfort, explain legal rights, give practical advice or 
seek financial assistance? 

Many volunteers are associated with the Forces. 
Others are from the professions or business, 
policemen, clergy; people of ail ages from all walks 
of life. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR TEAM 
PLEASE CALL OXFORD <0865) 748041 
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Faith, hope 
and love 

‘HOPE for the Countryside’ 
very nearly became the title of 
the recent report of the Ar- 
chbishops’ Commission on 
Rural Areas (ACORA). 
However, one member of the 
working party had pointed out 
that in the wake of ‘Faith in the 
City’. ‘Hope for the Coun- 
tryside’ could only have been 
followed by ‘Love in the 
Suburbs’ — so the title was 
quickly dropped. 

This lighter aside, however, 
set the tone for a hopeful and 
. positive discussion of rural 
issues and the rural Church at a 
half-day conference on 
November 13 to launch the 
ACORA Faith in the Coun- 
tryside report within Berkshire. 
The conference, organised 
joindy by the Community Coun- 
cil for Berkshire and the Arch- 
deaconry of Berkshire, was held 
at the Berkshire College of 
Agriculture. 

The Bishop of Reading’s in- 
troductory emphasis on partner- 
ship in our approaches to 
implement the report provided 
a key note for two addresses by 
the Revd Jeremy Martineau, the 
Archbishop’s Rural Officer, and 
Trevor Cherrett of the Rural 
Development Commission. 

Jeremy Martineau commented 
on the need for a restructuring 
of local government and Church 
organisations (parish councils 
and Parochial Church Councils). 
He summarised the findings of 
the Rural Church Project, which 
showed that while only about 
seven per cent of the population 
attended worship regularly, 
more than two-thirds of a rural 
community wanted to identify 
themselves with their church, so 
there was a fund of goodwill 
towards the Church. However, 
insensitive grouping together of 
parishes often seemed to alter 
the effectiveneess of the Church 
in a negative way, he said. 

Trevor Cherrett welcomed the 
report, not least for its excellent 
analysis of the rural situation. 
He considered some of the social 
issues it had raised including 
rural transport, schools, com- 
munity health care, village halls 
and housing, making a special 
plea for more low cost or rent- 
able housing. 


Aids and the Churches 


Synod opens 

THE new session of the General 
Synod was formally opened by 
Her Majesty the Queen on 
November 13. Among the main 
items on the agenda were: 
Receiving and Giving, a report 
on Christian stewardship, the 
Faith in the Countryside report 
and the Ageing report (see page 
4). There will be a report by our 
General Synod correspondent, 
Hilary Unwin, in the February 
DOOR. 


Time we all saw the light 


Going up brick by brick 



EVERY day, the Church of Christ the Corner- 
stone is a step nearer completion. At a special 
service recently to mark the laying of the plinth 
stones, the Rt Revd Simon Burrows, Bishop of 
Buckingham, described this showpiece of 
ecumenical co-operation as “the culmination of 
21 yers of working together’’. He said “The City 
Church will be a focus for the spiritual aspira- 
tions of the ‘New City’ and a glimpse of tomor- 
row’s Church.’’ 

Children and young people from local 
Ecumenical and Roman Catholic congregatrions 
are seen in the photo above taking part in the lay- 
ing of the stones. Also taking part were Roy 
Freestone, Baptist Superintendent of the Central 
Area, Leo McCartie, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Northampton, Garth Rogers, Methodist Chair- 
man of London North West District, and John 
Slow, URC Moderator of East Midland Province. 


The enormous dome which will eventually 
dominate the skyline is being constructed on the 
ground, to be hoisted in place in time for this 
Christmas, and crowned with a Cross at Easter 

1991. The building should be completed by 
Christmas 1991 and be officially opened at Easter 

1992. 

Buy a Brick, the latest money-making venture, 
has already brought in over £5,000 since its 
launch in October. Through an insert in a local 
magazine, businesses, householers, past sup- 
porters and LEP bodies were asked to buy bricks 
at £5 each. Donors’ names are being recorded 
in a special book to be stored for posterity in the 
Cornerstone archives. 

With an estimated 165,000 bricks needed, a 
staggering £325,000 could be raised which will 
go a long way to meet the outstanding £600,000 
still to be raised. To buy a brick contact the 
Church Appeal Office on 0908 660336. 


Where women are welcome 


AT the annual meeting of the 
Oxford Diocese branch of the 
Movement for the Ordination of 
Women in Reading, a message 
of welcome from the Bishop of 
Reading was read to the 
members present, who 
represented most of the 
deaneries in the Diocese. 

In the keynote address, the 
Revd Elizabeth Baxter, a deacon 
in the inner city parish of South 
Headingley in Leeds, spoke 
movingly of her experience of 
bringing the Gospel to the 
people in an Urban Priority 


Area, and of trying to help 
families struggling with multiple 
problems of deprivation. 

In particular, her ministry was 
welcomed by people in places 
where a male priest could not 
go, such as visiting bereaved 
Muslim women or a women’s 
refuge. She found that people 
treated her as if she were a priest 
and were surprised to be told 
that she could not be one 
because she was a woman. 

Her message was that men 
and women should be able to 


work together fully in order to 
bring the Gospel to all people 
during the Decade of 
Evangelism, especially to those 
marginalised by society. 

The Executive Committee 
was re-elected, with the Revd 
Susan Cole-King in the Chair. 
The meeting was told that there 
are 190 members of the group, 
Priests for the Ordination of 
Women, in the Oxford Diocese. 
There are at present 36 full-time 
women parish deacons in the 
Diocese and a further three in 
training. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


John Madeley 


Two worlds at Christmas 


“THE most vivid memory I brought 
back with me,” said a friend just home 
from a holiday in Florida, “was the 
number of people waggling round the 
streets who weigh around 30 stone.’’ He 
was told that some Americans are now 
so overweight that they have no incen- 
tive to eat less. They have given up hope 
of reducing weight. 

Just a few days after this conversation, 
came a warning from Oxfam that Sudan 
is on the brink of a famine as devastating 
as the 1984 and 1985 when several hun- 
dred thousand people died. Drought, in 
a country with little irrigation, means 
that output of the country’s staple foods 
seems likely to be a million tons less than 
is needed. Food is now desperately short, 
and five million people could face famine 
in 1991. 

In December last year I visited the 
eastern region of Sudan, and could only 
marvel at the way people live full and ac- 
tive lives on so little; there were precious 
few resources, but there wa a dignified 
determination to get on with their lives. 
There was, however, virtually no 
'margin’, no room for anything to go 
wrong. This year’s food shortage for the 


people I met could mean that they are 
tipped from life into a desperate strug- 
gle for survival. 

As famine stalks Africa again, you may 
say what about all that money that was 
raised to help people in the 1984/85 
famine? That money was, of course, 
urgently needed and undoubtedly saved 
many lives. But it was chiefly for relief 
rather than for long-term development. 

These famines will go on, unless 
famine-prone countries receive more 
money for development projects that 
will enable them to be less vulnerable to 
famine. We have drought in Britain, but 
it does not cause famine. Sudan needs 
emergency help — in the next twelve 
months up to a million tons of food. But 
for the longer aid, it needs development 
aid to help it become self-sufficient. If 
Sudanese people have money to build 
village-level irrigation systems, for ex- 
ample, it would mean they are no longer 
at the mercy of the weather. 

Sadly, our government is giving less 
help to the poor of the Earth. Whereas 
the United Nations has recommended 
that industrialised nations give at least 0.7 
per cent of their national incomes to the 


poor, Britain last year gave only 0.31 per 
cent — less than half. We personally are 
in a better position to suggest that the 
government reaches the UN aid target, 
if we ourselves are giving one percent of 
our own incomes. 

Giving one per cent of our income to 
the poor as part of our commitment to 
One World, as the Diocese has urged, 
may seem a small thing to do in the face 
of five million people in Sudan being 
threatened with famine. But then we do 
have the example of the loaves and fishes. 

Two grotesquely uneven worlds this 
Christmas, the world of the starving and 
of the affluent — seen in an obvious form 
in those 30-stone heavyweights, but in- 
volving the vast majority of us in Britain. 
What an affront to that babe in 
Bethlehem! If we want to give a 
Christmas gift to the poor we might do 
worse than make a determined commit- 
ment to share more of our wealth with 
them and refuse to accept that two 
worlds are either necessary or inevitable. 

John Madeley 
John Madeley is Editor of International 
Agriculturtil Development and a member of 
The General Synod. 


“WHEN we juxtapose the 
Church and Aids sufferers, we 
must avoid the suggestion of ‘us 
and them’, there are good 
Church people who have died of 
Aids; we are all in this 
together’’, said the Bishop of 
Oxford at the opening of a con- 
ference on The Churches and 
Aids at Ruskin College, Oxford 
on October 25. 

The conference was the sixth 
in a series organised by the Ox- 
ford Regional Health Authority 
and the HIV and Aids Education 
Programme, and explored the 
Churches’ role in helping to pre- 
vent the spread of HIV, and its 
response to people already liv- 
ing with HIV and Aids. 

Bishop Richard said that the 
Churches could help to avoid 
“scaremongering’’ by presen- 
ting the facts rationally and 
calmly. They had to bear some 
of the responsibility for the feel- 
ing that Aids is a “gay illness’’ 
because of their attitude to 
homosexuality. In any case, the 
latest figures showed that by 
1994 there would be more cases 
among heterosexuals than 
homosexuals. 

At the London Lighthouse he 
had seen a photograph of so- 
meone who had died of Aids, 
and emblazoned all over it were 
the worlds: “From victim to 
victory’’. It was this kind of real 
hope which the Churches might 
be able to offer to those with 
Aids, even though in human 
terms their lives were “petering 
out into nothingness,’’ he said. 

Other speakers included the 
Revd Andrew Henderson, 
Director of the Lighthouse, who 
referred to the Churches as “the 
largest voluntary community 
network in existence’’. Yet this 
potential remained largely un- 
tapped, and when he had asked 
at the Lighthouse where the 


Churches could best assist the 
answer was always: “The Chur- 
ches need to do their own work 
on fear and prejudice, and then 
they will know what to do 
because people with HIV/ Aids 
in their own membrship will feel 
comfortable and will be heard.’’ 

Father John White, a Roman 
Catholic and Pastoral Care Co- 
ordinator at the Lighthouse, 
spoke movingly about his own 
unheard isolation when he had 
first been diagnosed HIV 
positive and could not “break 
the silence’’. 

Perhaps the most tantalising 
comment of the day came from 
Gareth Moore from Blackfriars, 
who contrasted the teaching of 
the Churches, particularly the 
Roman Catholic Church, on 
marriage and sexuality with cur- 
rent social practice. While it was 
important to remember that 
belonging to a church didn't 
mean that you walked out 
“because you found the teaching 
difficult’’, there was a genuine 
fundamental disagreement about 
how we should live and he could 
see no way of resolving it. 

No-one took up the point, ex- 
cept a lone voice in the discus- 
sion at the end of the day who 
said that a great deal had been 
said about “the Church’’ but 
very little about Christ’s 
teaching. So the “fundamental 
disagreement’’ remains on the 
agenda for another day. 


STOP PRESS: It has just been 
announced that the Revd Hugh 
Cross has been appointed the 
first ever ecumenical Moderator 
for the Borough of Milton 
Keynes. He is a Baptist minister 
who for eleven years was the 
Ecumenical Officer of the 
British Council of Churches. 
More details next issue. 


Prayers and bears 

HUNDREDS of mothers and carers and their under-fives will gather 
at Child Beale Bird Park near Reading on Thursday June 27, 1991 
for “Prayers and Bears’’, a day specially organised by the Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union for those who attend mid-week “pram services’’. 
This very special congregation will gather at 11am with their 
favourite teddy bears for a service of songs, stories and prayers 
followed by a picnic. Entry is by ticket only, so write early to Felici- 
ty Randall, St Peter’s Vicarage, Glebe Road, Didcot, OX1 1 8PN. 
Please send SAE. 

For mothers and children in the parish of St Paul Wokingham, 
there is an even earlier treat in store thanks to the Mothers’ Union. 
For the fourth year running the Parish of St Paul, Wokingham MU' 
are running a daily creche in December. Children can be left (with 
spare nappies please) between 10am and 3.30pm and lunch will 
be provided. 

During the rest of the year a morning creche is held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. Details from Mrs Boscher, 101 Reading 
Road, Wokingham, Berks RG11 1EN. 


Who fights for 
the soldier 
when 
the soldier 
can't fight? 



SSAFA 
& F H S 

T II I SOI.DIIKS 
SAILORS’ ANI) 
AIRMEN’S KAMI l.l IS 
ASSOCIATION 
A \ I) I O R ( K S 
II I I I* S O c: I I T V 


Volunteers Needed Now! 

The Oxfordshire Branch of the Soldiers' Sailors' 
and Airmen's Families Association needs 
volunteers to help with casework in the county, 
especially in the Oxford City and Bicester areas. 
SSAFA, with the FHS, helps all Service and ex- 
Service men, women and families whatever their 
problem. Would you give time to be trained as a 
voluntary caseworker? Time to understand, give 
comfort, explain legal rights, give practical advice or 
seek financial assistance? 

Many volunteers are associated with the Forces. 
Others are from the professions or business, 
policemen, clergy; people of all ages from all walks 
of life. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR TEAM 
PLEASE CALL OXFORD (0865) 748041 


I 
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Hostage wife who waits in faith 


IN 1989, Penny Wearn and her husband Dick, a civil engineer, came home from Baghdad after 18 
years living arid working abroad. The W earns and their three children, aged 16, 14 and 11 , had always 
stayed together, but earlier this year Dick ’s firm asked him to go to Kuwait on his own ‘ ‘ just for 
a year". He left in June, but returned to Oxford for a few days in July for their weeding anniversary. 
Then, just 24 hours after he flew back to Kuwait came the Iraqi invasion. Dick first took refuge with 
the Anglican chaplain and his wife, but two weeks later joined a convoy going voluntarily up to Baghdad. 
On arrival there he expected to be free to come and go, but instead he was incarcerated in a hotel 
before being moved with other non-diplomat ic * guests ’ to a vital installation. He has been held at 
various installations in Iraq ever since. 

Apart from taking part in the BBC Television religious programme ' This is the Day \ Penny Wearn has 
shunned publicity for her children ’s sake. However, she agreed to share her feelings and her Chris- 
tian faith at this time of crisis with readers of The DOOR in an interview with the Editor. We are 
most grateful to her. 



Homeless' for a night 


SEVEN teenagers from the Parish of Wantage 
volunteered to become homelss for a night. Ag- 
ed between 14 and 16, the party from the 
Senior Youth Group slept under newspapers 
and cardboard boxes in the Parish of SS Peter 
and Paul in a Sympathy Sleep-Out for the 
homeless. They were pledged over £400 — 
representing at least £1 per family in the con- 
gregation, to be given to St Botolph’s Crypt 
Centre in Aldgate, City of London. Said 


15-year-old Toby Wright: “It was a cold and 
wet night, and we didn’t get a lot of sleep. I 
volunteered to lie across the doorway and acted 
as a draught excluder for my friends. It was 
O.K. for one night, but it really got cold after 
3.00am.” Pictured (left to right) are: Helen 
and Nicola Watkins, leader Tracy Wornham, 
Kieran Pitts, Neil Fisher, Gudsey Pitts, Toby 
Wright and Daniel Grant. 


Will you help the homeless 
and lonely this Christmas? 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

Dove Word Centre: Open 1 lam-3pm for hot lunches on 
Christmas Day staffed by members of St John’s Church. Dona- 
tions of food and volunteers for help on the day particularly 
welcome. Contact Norma Justice 0494 34605. 

MILTON KEYNES 

Barnhouse: 402 North Row, Central Milton Keynes. An 
emrergency night shelter for young people 16-25. Open 
I0pm-9am with a maximum stay of 3 nights. Open every day 
of the year. Run by YMCA, donations always welcome, par- 
ticularly food. Tel: 0908 605084. 

Cornerstone Accommodation: 22/23 Blackheath Crescent, 
Bradwell Common. Self catering, single rooms for six 18-23 
year olds. Eager to make Christmas a real occasion so anyone 
interested in giving either time, food or presnets contact Peter 
Ramshaw 0908 6900%. 

OXFORD 

The Gatehouse: An ecumenical project in central Oxford for 
people with nowhere to go, run by the Oxford Churches. 
Christmas Eve — New Year inclusive 5-7pm (excluding 
Christmas Day). After Christmas they plan a daily drop-in be- 
tween 5-7pm. Volunteers, contributions, suggestions to Vic- 
toria Mort on 0865 246342. 

Open Christmas: A joint Cyrenians/Probation Service pro- 
ject will offer 24-hour food and shelter to the homeless from 
Christmas to New Year in the Night Shelter. Luther Street. 
Clothing, food, people to help and befriend needed. Offers to 
the Night Shelter 0865 250153. 

The Porch: All Saints Convent, Oxford. Small “free cafe” 


open 365 days a year including Christmas Day. 10. 15-1 1 .30am 
and 5-8pm for tea and sandwiches. Volunteers always need- 
ed. Contact Sister Jenny 0865 249127 or leave a message on 
0865 728545 or Jeanne Lindley 0865 248876. 

READING 

Hope: A Christmas drop-in at St Saviour’s Hall, Berkeley 
Avenue, offering sandwiches, food and clothing to those in 
need. Open 10am-8pm, 25, 26, 27 December. Volunteers 
needed to befriend and gifts of food welcome. Organised by 
Bill Anderson and supported by local churches. Tel: 0734 
416294. 

OTHER EVENTS 

Christmas Cracker Restaurants, are nationwide and offer 
seasonal sustenance throughout December with the proceeds 
going via Interserve and Tearfund to children’s projects in In- 
dia. In need of volunteers, food and often equipment. In Amer- 
sham the restaurant is jointly run by Kings and St Leonard’s 
Churches and the venue has yet to be arranged. Tel: Duncan 
Dyason, 0494 728181 or James Hawes 0494 724038. In Ox- 
ford the restaurant is being organised jointly by church youth 
groups. Open from December 14-22. A venue has yet to be 
arranged. Volunteers needed and donations of food, cutlery, 
tables and chairs very welcome. Tel: Nick Page 0865 864288 
or 071-231 4583. 

Crisis at Christmas: Well known for its huge drop-in centre 
at Christmas but raises funds to help homeless projects nation- 
wide throughout the year including some in Oxford Diocese. 
Donations always welcome but specially at Christmas to Crisis 
212 Whitechapel Road, London El 1BJ. 071-377 0489. 


PRAYER 

COMBAT 

DAY 


A day of worship, teaching, 
prayer and intercession. There 
will be 3 sessions 11.00- 1.00, 
2.15 -5.00 and 7.30-9.30. 

29th January at St Andrews, 
High Wycombe 
Speakers 

John Hughes, David Maclnnes, 
Don Brewin, Ray & Nancy 
Goudie, Michael Mitton 

There is no need to book, 



Anglican Renewal Ministries. 

6 Scriven Road, 
Knaresborough, N. Yorks. HG5 
9EQ (0423) 862034 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 29193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 



HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford OX1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


“I’VE never taken it for 
granted that he would come 
back, even if he was just driv- 
ing down the M40 every day. 
I don’t think I’m pessimistic, 
but I’ve not taken the gift of 
life for granted. Life has 
always been so unexpected, 
and I never would have believ- 
ed all those years ago that I 
would spent so many years 
abroad and done all the things 
that I’ve done. 

“You can’t know the future. 
In fact, I believe it’s only when 
that moment comes that 
you’re given the gift of coping 
with.” 

Both Penny and Dick have a 
profound Christian faith and it 
was a desire to belong to a live- 
ly church that brought them to 
Oxford earlier this year. They 
worship at St Ebbe’s in central 
Oxford, and there the family 
have found the clergy and con- 
gregation and youth group enor- 
mously supportive. 

“It’s lovely, and has also been 
a quick way of getting known. 
Suddenly, everyone has heard 
of the Wearn family!” 

But it isn’t just St Ebbe’s who 
are praying for the family. Hav- 
ing travelled widely, people in 
Hong Kong, Australia and 
America people are praying for 
them all over the world. 
“We’re highly privileged, 
really. So because of this, 
apart from an occasional 
‘What if?’ in the middle of the 
night, I’m not worrying, and 
I have got a great sense of 
peace about it all.” 

That sense of peace includes the 
feeling that Dick was meant to 
be in Kuwait at this time: 

“We didn’t understand why 
we felt he should accept the 
job in Kuwait, but perhaps it 
was just so he could be there 


at this time. The firm supports 
us tremendously, and ring up 
weekly with their concern, and 
so do individual members and 
people who are still free to 
work in Baghdad. 

“A Frenchman rang me last 
week and said: ‘Your Dick is 
still believing in his God, and 
that helps him a lot.’ So, I 
thought that it was great that 
Dick was called to witness in 
Iraq.” 

On Sunday, November 4 the 
telephone rang and much to their 
surprise it was Dick. Apart from 
his letters, the ten-minue phone 
call granted by the Iraqi 
authorities was their first contact 
with him for over three months. 

“It was 12.45pm, and we were 
all here, which was in itself a 
miracle. It was a terrible line 
but he said he was well, fit and 
cheerful, and not bored, he 
said he wished he had more 
books. But he’s reading his 
Bible a lot so that’s good for 
him. 

“There was very little he 
could say about the conditions, 
so I didn’t ask much. They are 
allowed quite a lot of freedom 
to keep fit, and they are main- 
ly playing sport and reading. 
The days do pass quite quick- 
ly, he said. 

“Mostly, his anxiety was 
about how we were, because 
he hadn’t received our letters 
— although he had received 
our two Gulf-Link messages 
sent through the BBC World 
Service. 

“But if we were coping, 
then he could cope, and he also 
said most emphatically: ‘Don’t 
come out at Christmas’. I had 
no intention of going, because 
I didn’t think he would ap- 
prove, but it was nice that he 
said it himself.” 


But what about those dark 
moments in the middle of the 
night? She was helped, she said, 
by the fact that God had always 
been part of their ordinary 
everyday life. 

“In Hong Kong people used to 
laugh at us praying for park- 
ing spaces. We’ve also prayed 
for lost things too, and if you 
extend your prayer to all areas 
of your life and you’ve found 
that God has sometimes 
answered little prayers 
straightaway, then that helps 
when you pray for something 
bigger and you can’t see the 
answer immediately. 

“I tell the children that I 
believe he will come home. Of 
course, I might be wrong, but 
I was reading the Book of 
Jeremiah before Dick went 
away and I have been reading 
it again. It’s full of depression 
and doom and gloom, but 
there are the wonderful pro- 
mises like the one to Baruch 
where it says something like: 
‘Who do you think you are. 
You’re not so special and I’m 
not going to do anything magic 
for you but I will save your 
life’.” 

Meanwhile, with Christmas just 
a few weeks off how does she 
feel about the prospect of 
celebrating it without Dick: 

“It will be hard, but I think 
we will be helped by the fact 
that the children have only 
had one Christmas in 
England. They are used to 
Christmases in the Muslim 
world which, I think has been 
very good for us, because it 
makes us realise what 
Christmas is really all about. 
That it isn’t really about 
feasting, getting together and 
having all the right food. 
Christmas is about Jesus being 
with us in our problems.” 


SICK PAY PROBLEMS 

If you are sick w ho pays the bills? 


Protect your family’s income, join our sickness benefit scheme from 
only £8.54 per month (age 20) or £10.34 per month (age 40), pro- 
vides £100 per week when sick. £17.07 (aged 20) or £20.67 (aged 
40) provides £200 per week. Can be used to help with mortgage re- 
payments and other bills that can mount up. Various options available 
depending on age and needs. 

You choose the option that you can afford 

Ideal for the Self-Employed and people in a job that pays no wages 
when unable to work due to illness or an accident. 


LONDON PRIDE 


Why not secure your family with a 
tax free investment? 

£13.50 per month over 15 years will give you a return of £3069 plus 
any future bonuses. No medical required. No age limit. 

For details write to: 

Ancient Order of Foresters, 


FREEPOST 
Ilford, IG1 1BR 

Telephone: 081-554 5840 between 10am-4pm or 
telephone: 0474 362492 AT ANY TIME 

Member of LAUTRO 
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Christmas Bl essings 

r^rr^rrnrw aui inpu o on Down in Kingham there’s a little firm 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Teh 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


PRATTS OF DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full Engines, 
Gearboxes. Large stock of manual gearboxes. 
Differentials — large stock. Cylinder Heads 
— large stock. kK/vW, 

♦ FITTING SERVICE ^ AS^K 

★ MoT TESTING STATION S SEEN ^ 

Quality and Reliability at ^iON TV ■ 

Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR REPAIRS 

Wish All Their Customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 


87 St Aldate 
Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 


Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, 
Altar Breads, Church Stationery. 



Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 
Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


E. N. MORGAN Ltd 

TELEPHONE 

(0209) 215965 


THE CORNER HOUSE 
COACH LANE, REDRUTH 
CORNWALL TR15 2TR 


Traditional and Rustic 
style light fittings 
manufactured in oak 
and other prime 
hardwoods by 
Cornish Craftsmen to 
a superior finish. 

★ ★ ★ 

WALL BRACKETS - PENDANTS 
CANDELABRA and LANTERNS 

Why not order an unusual present 
for Christmas 



Kingham 

which does nothing else but copy and 
restore old photographs . . . 


Sepiatone studio portraits, faded snaps from the old box Brownie, 
photographs in any condition can be copied, improved and 
reproduced to full archival standards of performance. 

a 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 


PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD. KINGHAM. OXON OX7 6UP 

Telephone: (060871) 8184 




mm knits 

60 North Street 
Bicester 
Oxon 

Barbara Ellis 
wishes all her customers a 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 



9/10 South Bar, Banbury, 

Oxon OX16 9AA 

Telephone: (0295) 258892 or 267060 

Banbury Bed Centre 


LABELS 


Recommended for business and home. VERY FAST TURNR0UND 
available. Specialist suppliers of quality to-cost labels. Use our 
fax or telephone hotline. 

Catalogue numbers, bar codes, labels of all shapes and colours, 
printed or blank. 1,000 to 1,000,000. 

Eg: 1,000 self-adhesive address labels VA’xl". Black on white, 
any number of lines, any number of characters. Send £3.20 (inc 
V.A.T. & P&P) to: 


ACE LABELS UK 

Jolt Lane. Stafford ST 18 8JH 
HOTLINE: (0785) 780048. Fax: (0785) 780157 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE W AFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber W ine, solely for Altar use 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD 
High street. Lymlnge. 

Folkstone. Kent CT18 DEL - Tel: (D3D3) 863193 


G^umonL 



(T) Holloway’s 0 


THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 



NOAH’S ARK 


Pet Transport and Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elderly, invalid or 
non-driving pet owners, I will deliver with 
care and safety to vets, kennels, grooming, 
salon and house moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


that fteAAorui/ tauc/i. 
tM,. tP. ( @€Ue/WH 4 J, 


Madeline 0494 785 632 1 

0707 322 446 j 




•u'ngn 


FLORIDA 



SPAIN 


•tmioHs 

. . . -ompwmrKyy. 

PROKRTYANO ; 


WE HAVE A SUPERB RANGE OF LUXURY AFFORDABLE PROPERTY IN 
BEAUTIFUL LOCTIONS 

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 

Solicitors in London, Spain and Florida. Morgages and finance arranged. 
FREE inspection flights for purchasers. ALSO check out our prices on 
worldwide discount flights. Details, phone or write : 

NEW HORIZONS 

49 Northern Rise. Great Sutton. South Wirral L66 4QY 
Telephone: 051-339 1754 Director P. J. POTTS 


CHURCH ORGANS 

by 


A unique selection of eighteen classically voiced organs, priced 
from £425 to £6,000 for church or home practice. 


Write for brochures to: 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 

5 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park 
Watford WD1 8UA 


Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone: 071-370 3431 
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A meeting with God at Taize 


Taize-style music is becom- 
ing increasingly popular as 
a form of worship. On a re- 
cent visit to the Taize Com- 
munity in France, Eric 
Marsh found not only the 
music but a reverence for 
God which he had rarely 
encountered before 

AT Christmas we, like the 
shepherds and Magi of old, 
gather together to worship Jesus 
Christ. At the Taize Communi- 
ty in France, Jesus Christ^is 
worshipped every day by people 
who have also gathered together 
and who, like the Magi, have 
travelled far and wide for that 
purpose. 

Finding God 

For two weeks in late 
September and early October, I 
had gone to Taize, originally 
with the idea of shooting some 
pictures (as a freelance 
photographer) for an interna- 
tional publishing company. Like 
many of my ‘original’ ideas, this 
one soon became superseded by 
another, less original one. Due 
to a personal crisis in my life, 
which had worsened just prior to 
my leaving for France, I had 
decided that I was now going 
there in order to ‘find’ God. I 
knew that God could probably 


be ‘found’ in Oxford, where I 
live, but that was neither here 
nor there. I was going to Taize, 
and it looked as if I was going 
to have to go in ‘broken’. 

In Taize, the Church of 
Reconciliation is long and wide, 
and on the inside it is dark. I 
needed that. I needed peace and 
silence. I needed time and space 
to be alone with God. The 
Church is open 24 hours a day, 
and often it is completely emp- 
ty. There it was that I sought 
after God, alone and in the 
silence. 

Silent worship 

There are services at the 
church — at least three a day — 
and I did attend a number of 
them. The services possess a 
reverence for God which I have 
rarely encountered in any other 
church. People enter in silence. 
They kneel — or lie prostrate on 
the floor — in silence. Many 
pray quietly. There i^ no idle 
chatter. 

Praise and tears 

When the monks finally enter 
the building, they are dressed in 
long white robes. They kneel in 
ranks of two along the central 
length of the church. Everyone 
awaits the chanting of the first 
song, and when it does finally 
come the silence is broken by 


hundreds of voices praising 
God. There is much emotion. 
Every one^ sings from the heart. 
Many times I was close to tears. 
Once, I did weep... 


“ When the night becomes 
dark, your love O Lord is a fire, 
your love O Lord is a fire. ” 

The singing of one small song 
can go on for many minutes, as 
people from Prague to Pitt- 
sburgh; from England to 
Estonia; from everywhere to 
everywhere else reach out to 
God: 

“When the night becomes 
dark, your love O Lord is a fire, 
your love O Lord is a fire. ” 

Perhaps it was not just me. 
Perhaps we were all giving God 
our brokeness. He gave us His 
understanding. May we all find 
His love and understanding this 
Christmas and beyond. 

Eric Marsh lives in Oxford 
and works at the St Aldate’s 
Coffee Shop, he is also a 
freelance photographer, he 
took photographs of his recent 
visit to Taize for Lion 
Publishing and he is also mak- 
ing a photographic record of 
the centenary year of St Mat- 
the’s Church, Grandpont. 


A meditation for Advent by Bishop George Appleton 

The ever-open stable 


MANY Christians are em- 
phatically vocal in expressing 
their regret about what is called 
the commercialisation of 
Christmas. We are all familiar 
with advertisements warning us: 
“Only X more shopping days 
before Christmas’’. There is a 
danger that we get so involved 
in sending Christimassy cards, 
in buying presents, useful or 
otherwise, and in decorating the 
family Christmas tree, that we 
are tired out with little quietness 
of mind to appreciate the 
wonder of it all. 

Let it be gladly admitted that 
it is a family celebration; let us 
also remember the holy family 
of Joseph, Mary and the infant 
Jesus, and relate it to family life 
today. Let us not forget that 
there was no room in the 
caravanseria, so that the babe 
had to be born in the rough 
stable provided for the donkeys 
on which those registering in 
the government census had rid- 
den to their home town of 
Bethlehem. Probably, that 
shelter had no door, so that 
anyone might come in and out, 
and many motherly women 
might look in to see if they could 
be of any help to the tired 
woman in the pain of childbirth. 
Shepherds from nearby fields 
look in, perhaps to offer a warm 
sheepskin for the mother and 
child. We may imagine anxious 
Joseph thanking them gratefully. 

A group of foreigners from a 
far-off country, seeking the truth 
about human life, arrived a few 
days later and something im- 
pressed them deeply about what 
they saw and urged them to 
leave a present — a little gold, 
sweet-smelling incense and 
scent of myrrh — what they 
could carry with them, tokens of 
admiration. So arose the custom 
of giving presents at Christmas. 

It seemed as if the whole of 
the human race, indeed the 
whole of creation, was 
represented in that rough shelter 
without a door. The Christmas 
tree -has been adopted, nay in- 
sisted upon by children of other 
races, living in so-called Chris- 
tian countries. Someday 
children as they grow up will 
ask how it started and why it 
started. 

I must let my memory go back 


into divine and human history 
this Christmas time, and picture 
once more the Christmas stories 
with their haunting beauty and 
lovely symbolism. As in the 
moving bidding prayer which 
opens most carol services, I 
must remember that it was no 
sudden happening. It had been 
in the mind of God from all eter- 
nity until the right moment of his 
saving purpose; it had been 
longed for by spiritual beings, 
inspired prophets and holy 
souls. It awaited the right 
mother, blessed Mary of 
Nazareth, eager to be the hand- 
maid of God. 

So, let me pray for the needs 
of the whole world, for peace 
and justice, the end of war, 
hunger, poverty and pain, the 
brothering and sistering of all 
men and women in God’s be- 
loved Son, the fathering and 
mothering of every child, cradl- 
ed in God’s heart, as the babe 
nestled in the manger of the 
open stable. 

And since of all things this 
could rejoice God’s sacred heart 


When first I went to Bethlehem 
I did not see 

The wondrous King to be adored; 
But only ox and asses, 
Slightly bored, 

Around a crib which kept them 
From their hay. 

The DOOR 
in 1991 

The DOOR will be delivered 
to distribution points on the 
following Fridays in 1991: 
Jauary 25, February 15, 
March 22, April 26, May 
24, June 28, August 23, 
September 27, October 25, 
November 22. 

Please note that, as usual, 
there will be no January or 
August DOOR, and that the 
April number is one week 
early because of Easter. 
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let me remember, as urged by 
Dean Milner- White in his heart- 
warming bidding prayer, the 
poor and lonely, the cold and 
hungry, the hurt and sad, the 
neglected and unemployed, all 
who are bitter and unloving 
because they are unloved. 

Then, O my soul, remember 
before the Lover of all souls, 
those who rejoice with us on a 
further shore, but in God’s eter- 
nal order of being, hid for a mo- 
ment from physical sight, yet 
still held in the unbroken rela- 
tionship of love, who will be 
remembering with us the bless- 
ing of Christmas past, and the 
hope of permeating every 
generation with the spirit of 
God’s eternal Christmas. 

George Appleton 
The Right Revd George 
Appleton is a former Ar- 
chbishop of Jerusalem who 
has retired to Oxford. His 
many books include Un- 
finished: George Appleton 
Remembers and Reflects , 
newly published by Collins 
(£ 17 . 95 ). 


But now to Bethlehem again 
l see it all: 

The wonder of this child, my God, 
Who came that I might see, 
Revealed in him. 

Another world of beauty 
Now restored. 

The Bethlehem l went to then 
Was sometimes lost 
In men and women bent on more 
Of vain possessions 
Firmly held 

Against a world of others 
Still in need. 

And look once more to Bethlehem 
With vision cleared: 

The beauty of the child in awe 
Of things not understood. 

The older folk 
All gathered with their kin: 

In this is God. 

Tony Whalley 
Tony Whalley is Rector of Newton 
Longville, Stoke Hammond and 
Whaddon with Tattenhoe. This 
poem was originally written for his 
parishes Christmas card in 1988. 
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CHRISTMAS REVISITED 

CHRISTMAS, when Jesus came to earth, is still as much a time 
of contrasts as it was on that first Christmas day: Joy and sorrow, 
wealth and poverty, good and bad, all rub shoulders as we celebrate 
and wait for his return. This poem is about those contrasts as well 
as looking forward to Christmas now: 



Worship before the cross inside the Church of Reconciliation, Taize. 

LENT '91 

First steps in Evangelism 


THE course material is now virtually completed, 
and we are very excited about the result. Focuss- 
ing on different patterns of evangelism, the tapes 
and the video cover a wide range of Christians 
who have found exciting ways to meet the 
challenge of evangelism in their own context, and 
according to their particular gifts. 

We meet Adrian Plass, Archbishop Couve de 
Murville, Community Church leaders, and a host 
of other folk, speaking about their understanding 
and experience of evangelism on the tape cassette. 

The video also gives a deep insight into par- 
ticular situations. We have filmed a Beach Mis- 
sion near Cromer, a country parish in 
Oxfordshire, a Roman Catholic Benedictine 
Monastery, a theatre group who live as a com- 
munity, a ‘faith and work’ group, and we show 
Abingdon Alive at work. 


There will be notes for leaders/participants 
(without copyright), and if you are in the Radio 
Oxford area, you can take part in the broadcast 
course on Thursday evenings. You can also take 
part in the ’phone-in, even if your group meets 
on another evening. 

The tapes and video will be duplicated in the 
next week or two, and we hope to be able to start 
sending the material out during December. At 
£20 it really is value for money — if the average 
house group has ten members, it’s only £2 each 
(4p per member per evening!). 

Once the stock is sold out, we will order more 
only if there is a large demand in January. So 
if you want the course materials, order soon! See 
our advertisement on page 8 of this months 
DOOR. 

Richard Thomas 
Diocesan Communications Officer 


IF YOU DON'T 
BELIEVE YOUR 
PENSION 
WILL BE 
BIG ENOUGH, 
HAVE A 
LITTLE CHAT 
ABOUT THIS 



By the time we’ve talked you through 
this little book, you II understand all about 
boosting your pension with our Allchurches 
regular savings scheme. 

Technically, it s known as a free-standing 
additional voluntary contribution plan. 

In layman s language, that means it lets 
you top up your normal pension - ideal if 
you started pension planning late, or you 
want a tax-efficient way to make sure 
you’re better off in retirement. 

Yet another good point about our plan 
is that part or all of your contributions can 
be invested in our Amity Fund, which 
invests only in companies conscious of 
their role in the community and responsi- 
bilities to the environment. 

You can contribute on a regular or lump 
sum basis, include life cover if you want, 
and enjoy tax relief on contributions at the 
highest rate you pay. So the plan can be 
tailored to your personal needs. 

If you’re in any doubt about your 
pension being big enough, now’s the time 
to send for all the details, and put your 
mind at rest about life after work. 

The Allchurches Freestanding AVC Plan 
is unit-linked. Please remember that the 
price of units can fall as well as rise. 


n 

Allchurches Life 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


Send to: Allchurches Life. FREEPOST (GRI7I7I. Beaufort House. 
Brunswick Road. Gloucester GLI I |Z. Please arrange for one of your 
representatives to call and explain the Allchurches Free Standing 
Additional Voluntary Contribution Plan WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
Tick this box if you do not want to be contacted, but require 
literature l I 


Address. 


L 


AllChurches Life Assurance Ltd Reg No. 2411 1 1 England Registered Office Beaufort House Brunswick Road Gloucester GLI l|Z 
A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group 

Members of LAUTRO IMRO and UTA Relevant Investment Business Lite Assurance and Unit Trusts 
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From the 
Bishop of 
Buckingham 



IT WAS an inspired choice 
to make Epiphany the start 
of the Decade of Evang- 
elism. Wise men and wise 
women go journeying, and 
the object of the journey is 
the worship of the Son of 
God. 

I am taking two books 
with me — one for the 
journey, and one for the 
worship. The two authors 
were both in the High 
Wycombe Team Ministry, 
and I hope that other 
clergy will follow their 
example. 

For journeying, I have 
Stumbling on God by 
Christopher Burdon 
(SPCK £5.95). It’s a study 
in St Mark’s Gospel, but 
don’t expect a conventional 
pious commentary. It’s not 
a book for those who know 
all the answers: it is meant 
to be disturbing. It is also 
beautifully written. I met a 
lady in the summer at a 
wedding reception. She 
said “I’m 90 years old, and 
at last I’ve read a book 
which really helps”. That 
was her unsolicitied opi- 
nion of Burdon ’s book; and 
you don’t have to be her 
age to find it helpful. " 

For worship, I take 
Bread of the World by John 
Hadley (Darton, Longman 
and Todd, £6.95). One of 
the major tasks of the 
decade of evangelism is to 
make our worship mean- 
ingful. If the heart of 
Christian worship is in the 
Eucharist, it remains true 
that vast numbers of peo- 
ple are NKC — “not keen 
on Communion” — and 
other simply baffled by the 
whole idea of sacraments. 

Hadley’s book is a lively 
devotional commentary on 
the Eucharist. It, too, is 
beautifully written, even if 
I personally find some of 
the attempts to avoid sex- 
ist language infelicitous. 
Any communicant who is 
finding his or her atten- 
dance at the liturgy 
monotonous would profit 
greatly from this book. 

Both these books make 
me want to be a Christian: 
both these books have their 
origin in the parochial life 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 

+ Simon Buckingham 


Decade of Evangelism 

News of great joy! 


ON EPIPHANY Sunday, 
January 6th, the ‘Decade of 
Evangelism' begins. A tape- 
recorded message from the 
Bishop of Oxford is being sent 
to every parish with the hope 
that it will be heard by the con- 
gregation at services on that day. 
Special prayers will be said, and 
many congregations will be 
committing themselves to the 
task that the Lambeth bishops set 
before us: to “make Christ 
known to the people of his 
world”. 

That, of course, is just the 
beginning! It is relatively easy 
to pass resolutions and set up 
committees. The challenge here 
is actually to do evangelism, 
rather than endlessly talk about 
it. That is why in this Diocese 
we have not arranged any big 
public events, or produced a 
sophisticated programme. This 
Decade will work if it works 
locally, and if it doesn’t it won’t 
work at all. 

So on January 6 the message 
really is: “Over to you!” If we 
believe that Christianity is in any 
sense good news, the we have 
an obligation not to keep it to 
ourselves. The Decade is simp- 
ly designed to emphasis what 
should be a normal part of the 
ordinary life of the Church — a 
day-to-day witness to the reali- 
ty of the love of God, especial- 
ly as it was shown to us in the 
coming of Jesus. 

The Christian good news is 
always action before it is words 
— it was with Jesus Christ 
himself, for his coming as an in- 
articulate baby at that first 
Christmas was the initial pro- 
clamation of it. So, our sharing 



Torchlight procession spreads the word in Abingdon. 


of the good news is a sharing of 
loving action as well as words, 
an involvement in the life of 
God’s world which reflects his 
involvement in it at Bethlehem. 

“Behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy which will 
come to all the people; for to 
you is bom this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord.” The message 
of the Christmas angel will be 
lisped forth by many a gap- 
toothed young performer in this 
year’s nativity plays. Perhaps its 
very familiarity blinds us to its 
dynamic nature. This is a 
message of “good news” — 


precisely what a gospel is. And 
it is the good news that God has 
acted. 

It is God’s gospel, God’s good 
news. And it is “for all the peo- 
ple”: not just the religious ones, 
or the devout, or certain races, 
cultures or classes. The good 
news of what God did in sending 
his Son into the world is a 
universal treasure, to be univer- 
sally proclaimed and received. 

We have no right to keep good 
news to ourselves. That is the 
central challenge of the Decade 
of Evangelism. It is not a call to 
fanaticism. We are not being 
asked to go out and embarrass 


people, or put pressure on them 
to accept our beliefs. 
Evangelism is simply sharing 
with people, as opportunity 
arises, the good news that God 
has shared with us, and doing it 
carefully, thoughtfully, sen- 
sitively and attractively. 

Christmas is the best of all 
seasons to think about this, 
because it centres on the com- 
ing into the world of good news. 
“Love came down at Christmas 
...” This Christmas, as every 
year, we are all conscious as we 
celebrate the coming of that in- 
carnate love of God that the 
world into which he came still 



finds this message of love and 
forgiveness difficult to accept. 
We must bear some of the 
responsibility for that. We have 
been silent when we should have 
spoken. We have been angry 
when we should have loved. We 
have obscured by our lives the 
messages by which we claim to 
live those lives. 

May this Christmas and 
Epiphany really be the start, not 
just of a new decade, but of a 
new resolve to live by the light 
of his coming, and by our lives 
draw many into ‘his marvellous 
light’. 

David Winter 

The Revd David Winter is the 
Bishop 's officer for Evangelism 
in the Diocese of Oxford. 


Christian Unity 

PRAISE the Lord air Nations, 
from Psalm 1 17, is the theme for 
the 1991 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity beginning on 
January 18. The international 
text this year was prepared by 
an ecumenical group gathered 
from East and West Germany 
early in 1989. 

Contact: The council of Chur- 
ches for Britain and Ireland, 
Inter-Church House, 35-41 
Lower Marsh, London SE1 
7RL, tel: 071-620 4444 or your 
local church. 


* The Editor, the Editorial Support Group * 
« and all who are involved in the produc- « 
$ tion of The DOOR, wish you peace and $ 

* joy this Christmas and every blessing in * 

* the New Year. « 

* * 


The Door is published ten times 
a year by the Diocese of Oxford 

Editor: Christine Zwart. Sub-editor: Ian Smith. Distribution 
Manager: Tim Russian. Editorial Support Group: Jane Bugg (Brill), 
Frank Blackwell (Dorchester), John Crowe (Chairman), Richard 
Hughes (Whitechurch-on-Thames), John Morrison (Aylesbury), 
William Purcell (Botley), Tim Russian (Long Crendon), Richard 
Thomas (Communications Officer), Andrew Warburton (Chesham), 
John Winnington-Ingram (Cottisford), David Winter (Parish 
Resources). 

Editorial address: Diocesan Church house. North Hinksey, Oxford 
0X2 0NB. Telephone: 0865 244566. Advertising: Goodhead 
Publishing Ltd, 33 Witney Road, Eynsham, Oxford, OX8 1PJ. 
Telephone: 0865 880505. 

The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited 
(Secretary — T. C. Landsbert) whose registered office is Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 

The copy deadline for the February issues is January 7 for 
features and January 11 for What’s On, Letters, News and 
Advertising. The DOOR is not published in January. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


This month your prayers are 
asked for: 

• The Decade of Evangelism and 
especially for David Winter’s work. 

• The hospitals of this Dioceses, 
their staff, patients, chaplains and 
volunteers. 

• Those who are held hostage in 
the Middle East and their families. 

• Our church choirs and those who 
direct them. 

• The new Chaplain for the Deaf, 
induction November 25th. 


Prayer for the Decade 
of Evangelism 

Eternal God, Father of all, 

We recommend to you those who do not know you and those who, know- 
ing your love, still grieve you. 

Those who have been scandalised because of our distortion of the Gospel, 
Those who through weakness and apathy fail to respond, 

Those who in deliberate sin have turned their back on you. 

Have compassion O God and bring them, through your Son, to a sav- 
ing faith in your love. 

Forgive us who betray your Gospel by lack of conviction and credibility. 
Make us more courageous witnesses to your truth. 

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit to renew us and to renew your 
world that all things may reflect your divine glory. 

We ask this in the name of your Son, our friend and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen. 


GOOD NEWS AT CHRISTMAS! 


If you would like: 

More information about the Christian faith 
More information about your local Church 
(No one will call on you) 


□ 

□ 

Please tick the boxes 


Name: . 
Address: 


Send to: 

Good News at Christmas 
Church House, 

North Hinksey, 

Oxford 0X2 ONB 


Postcode: 



Let us help you to 
find the right nursing 
or retirement home. 



GATEWAY 

BUREAU 


Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given. 


EXTENSIONS 

and alterations, complete service 
from planning to completion, on 
traditional and modern homes. 

Call now for free 
no obligation estimate on: 

READING 
0734 67125 



VOICE TRIALS 


WELLS CATHEDRAL CHOIR 

There will be a Choral Trial on 
Saturday, 26th January 1991 
for entry in September 1991 or 
January 1992 for boys between 
approximately 8 and 10 years. 

Choristers normally receive Bursaries of 
40% of fees payable whilst in the Choir and 
arc educated at Wells Cathedral School, 
where they usually remain until University. 
Candidates for entry to the Senior School 
at 10.6 years may apply for places under 
the D.E.S. fe Assisted Places Scheme. Ex- 
Chorister Bursaries are available. The 
School is co-ed uactional with 360 boarders 
and 450 day places. A chorister may apply 
for an additional academic scholarship. The 
school is designated by the D.E.S. as one 
of the four specialist music schools in 
England. 

For further details of Choristerships and the 
School write to The Master of the Junior 
School, Wells Cathedral Junior School 
(DR/90), 10 New Street. Wells. Somerset. 
BA5 2LQ. 


LENT '91 

First steps in Evangelism - 

During the five weeks of Lent we look at 
Evangelism in Urban and Rural 
churches, Children’s Evangelism, 
Evangelism through the Arts and in 
Industry. In each session we unpack the 
essential messages of the Gospel. 

The course pack costs £20 (inc VAT) 
and contains a cassette tape of each 
week’s teaching material, a Video, 
leaders notes and study notes for 
participants. 


THE 

DECADE 

OF 

EVANGELISM 

1990-2000 


Produced 

in association with 
BBC RADIO OXFORD 


Order your Lent packs from 
‘Lent ’91’, Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
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More of the ‘inside’ story 


I READ with great interest the 
excellent article on a Prison 
Chaplain’s day in your 
November issue. It is gratifying 
to see space devoted to pro- 
moting public awareness of life 
‘inside’ in such a positive and 
constructive manner. Daily life 
for both inmates and staff in 
prison establishments, par- 
ticularly those built in the Vic- 
torian era, is fraught with 
difficulties; in spite of this, as 
your article emphasises, much 
can be done in adverse cir- 
cumstances to make that life less 
stressful and provide some 
degree (but generally not 
enought) of rehabilitation. 

However, I must correct a 
misunderstanding — the article 
refers to the Prison Chaplain as 
“the one person, other than the 
Governor, who can go 
anywhere in the prison un- 
challenged. “I wonder if your 
readers have heard of the Board 
of Visitors (not to be confused 
with Prison Visitors), the 
members of which enjoy the 
same right. 

The primary duty of a Board 
of Visitors is to satisfy itself as 
to the state of the prison 
premises, the administration of 
the prison and the treatment of 
the inmates. Each Board carries 
out these responsibilities first by 
acting as an independent 
observer of the establishment on 
behalf of the Home Secretary, 
and second by acting as a 
disciplinary body, dealing with 
inmates charged with serious of- 
fences against the prison rules. 

In all their activities. Boards 
strive to uphold the principles of 
fairness and humanity in the 
treatment of inmates, while giv- 
ing full weight to the 
maintenance of discipline and 
the interestrs and concerns of the 
staff. 

John M Dennis 
Chairman 
HM Prison Oxford , 
Board of Visitors 


Women Priests 

more letters for 
and against 


Seeing 
both sides 

IT IS 24 years since I came out 
in favour of women priests. May 
I then comment briefly on three 
letters in your last issue? 

Unlike Doreen Wright, I think 
Christine Zwart had every right 
to say what she did in a signed 
editorial article. The DOOR 
does not take a party or an 
establishment line. The debate 
over women priests is one aspect 
of the creative tension that is 


is primarily a theological issue! 

I have some sympathy with 
Lady Naime. As a card-carrying 
member of MOW, I cannot go 
along with everything they do 
(and of course the press em- 
phasises their more eye-catching 
activities). But Christine must 
understand the frustration that is 
so deeply felt. Looking back, 
were women given the vote 
because or in spite of the cavor- 
tings of the suffragettes? 

And Father Martin? If 


Radically 

protestant? 


ALTHOUGH I am an outsider 
(Roman Catholic), I hope I may 
be permitted to make some per- 
sonal comments on your 
coverage of the debate in the 
Church of England, in the Oc- 
tober issue of The DOOR. 

Firstly, I would like to con- 
gratulate you on your excellent 
editorial. I thought the presen- 




part of God’s purpose. And how 
right she is to emphasise that this 
language means anything, the 
only reason why he has not 
already opted out of the C of E 
is sensitivity over his own 
orders. I am sad that he cannot 
find more positive reasons for 
remaining within a Church; 
which, as I believe, is both 
Catholic and Reformed. 

James Cobham, 
Yeovil, Somerset. 


American 

view 

I WANT to commend you on 
the supplement Women Priests? 
in the October issue of The 
DOOR. However, I do want to 
make comment on one of the 
paragraphs — FOR, Unity: 
“What about the Anglican Com- 
munion?” 

To say that “they (women 
priests) are happily accepted” is 
quite incorrect. They are happily 
accepted by some Episcopalians, 
but no means all. The Episcopal 
Synod of the USA and its strong 
following certainly shows that 
there are many who are oppos- 
ed to women’s ordination. 

I never fail to be amazed that 
the impression in many quarters 
of the Church of England is that 
everyone in ECUSA accepts the 
notion of women priests. IT IS 
NOT TRUE. The whole matter 
has been and continues to be 
divisive, and is far from settled. 
I hope that this viewpoint will be 
made to your readers again and 
again. 

The Revd Harry E. Krauss, 
Oxford. 


tation of the arguments could not 
have been clearer, especially 
those against the ordination of 
women as priests. 

Then, the theological section 
struck me as not very deep at all. 
It did not mention the connec- 
tions between the Mass, the 
priesthood and the whole struc- 
ture of creation, both natural and 
supernatural. 

To my mind, Lady Nairne 
wrote a very significant thing in 
her theological section. In the 
first paragraph of the sub-section 
headed “Can a women ‘repre- 
sent’ Jesus who was a man”, 
she writes: “The priest is call- 
ed and trained and authorised to 
carry out certain functions on 
behalf of us all — to focus the 
priesthood of us all”. This 
seems a clear reference to the 
Protestant doctrine of Ministry, 
under which there is of course 
no objection at all to women ex- 
ercising the ministries of leader- 
ship, teaching, counselling, 
preaching conducting worship, 
administration, baptising and 
witnessing marriages. 

There is indeed a general 
priesthood of all Christians, 
enabling us in principle to do all 
these things and the like. In my 
Church, mainly in Third World 
countries, many thousands of 
lay folk, often women, are cur- 
rently authoristed to do all these 
things. Some are religious 
sisters, but then in our teaching 
all women are lay persons. If the 
Church of England decides to 
ordain women as priests it will 
ipso facto declare that it is a 
radically protestant body. Bet- 
ween the Civil War and the start 
of the Oxford Movement I do 
not think anyone doubted that. 

G. E. Burleigh, 
Charlbury , Oxfordshire. 


Crucial 

Point 

I WONDER if your readers 
have grasped the full implica- 
tions of the proposed Priests 
(Ordination of Women) 
Measure, printed on the back 
page of your supplement 
Women Priests in the October 
issue? 

The crucial point is that whilst 
existing bishops may declare 
their unwillingness to ordain 
women, their successors may 
not. In other words, any 
subsequent candidate for the of- 
fice of bishop must agree with 
the ordination of women. If he 
does not, whilst suitable in every 
other way, he will be auto- 
matically barred. 

Thus, the legislation will subt- 
ly set in place over the long term 
the marginalisation and, 
ultimately, the exclusion from 
the Church of England of all 
those sincere Christians who, 
like myself, in conscience can- 
not see the ordination of women 
to the priesthood/presbyterate 
squaring with Scripture. 

Thus, agreement to the or- 
dination of women becomes the 
touchstone of Anglican or- 
thodoxy. Not even the most ar- 
dent supporter of womens’ 
ordination would dare to claim 
that it can be proved from Scrip- 
ture. And yet one side of, at 
best, a highly debatable area will 
become the touchstone of 
Anglican orthodoxy, if the pro- 
posed legislation is enacted. 

I do hope that those who count 
themselves in favour will think 
this point through and, whilst 
perhaps still not convinced on 
the principle, nevertheless will 
agree that this particular legisla- 
tion will have appalling conse- 
quences for the future of the 
Church of England and should 
be defeated. 

Roger Garnett , 
Ordinand, Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford. 

A question 
of class 

I WAS reading your Parish Pro- 
file of All Saints Church, Wok- 
ingham in the October issue of 
The DOOR until I reached the 
paragraph stating that the con- 
gregation is predominantly 
“middle class and abounding 
with doctors and scientists”. 

As a point of interest, I should 
be grateful if you would define 
the following: 1) High class; 2) 
Middle class; 3) Low class. 

I am a simple soul, and must 
admit that I cannot recollect Our 
Lord referring to these three 
classes in any of his teachings. 
(Mrs) Laura Bin field, 
Woodley, Berkshire. 


Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end of the line 


CONSIDERING A FITTED 
WARDROBE? 


We offer the widest range of made-to-measure 
sliding door wardrobes available locally. 
Choose from over 50 different styles, including 
silver, bronze, or grey tinted mirror, also many 
wood panel finishes. 

WE HAVE A SYSTEM 
TO SUIT EVERY BUDGET 
Phone for free colour brochures or visit our 
factory/showroom open daily till 5pm, Sunday 
mornings 9am- 12.30pm. 

Don't forget to bring your sizes for on-the-spot quotation! 

CLASSIC BEDROOM INTERIORS 
Unit 9, Harrier Park, Hawksworth, Didcot 
(nr. Power Station) 

Tel: (0235) 813525 24-hour (04882) 417 


BIBLE ON DISK 

QUICKVERSE 2 £59.95 

Features: searching partial words, whole words, of 
words or phrases. Also entering footnotes for per- 
sonalised study, viewing up to four translations side by 
side. Copy text into word processor. Comes in NIV 
extra translations are: RSV, King James & G/H 
Transliteration. 

ADDITIONAL TRANSLATIONS £29.95 

(If bought at same time) 

BIBLE ILLUSTRATOR £39.95 

Helps bring difficult material into the grasp of listeners 
just like Biblical parables. Over 2,500 on-line stories, 
quotes and humorous anecdotes. 

MEMBERSHIP PLUS £99.95 

Store name, addresses, phone numbers, gift informa- 
tion and more for a virtually unlimited number of 
people. 

All the software requires an IBM PC or compatible, 
and Bible Illustrator and Membership Plus require a 
hard disk. For a FREE newsletter giving details of all 
our products please send a large SAE to the address 
below. 

NCS SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTION 

11 Pitcroft Avenue, Reading, RG6 1NH 

Tel: (0734) 351622 


C0RRYMEELA 

WAGING PENCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian Community which 
feels itself to be called to be an instrument of God’s peace. 
It works to break down barriers and build bridges between 
individuals and groups. “If Christianity has nothing to say 
about reconciliation, then it has nothing to say”, (the Revd 
Dr R. R. Davey MBE, Founder of Corrymeela). 

CORRYMEELA LINK based in Great Britain, seeks to 
spread the vision, and support the work of the Corrymeela 
Community; it needs your help if its aim is to be realised. 

PLEASE support us with your prayers especially on 
CORRYMEELA SUNDAY which is held annually on the 
Sunday before St Patricks Day. 

Information and donations: 

Corrymeela Link 
P.O. Box 118 
READING 
RG1 1SL 

(Tel: 0734 589800) 




THE GARDENERS’ ROYAL 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Bridge House, 139 Kingston Road 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7NT 

A Happy Retirement 
for Gardeners 

Please help us to provide nursing, residential 
and sheltered accommodation, pensions, 
special grants and holidays by donations, 
deeds of covenant or legacies. 

TEL: 0372 373962 



A Christian Training Centre 


Biblical theology geared to 
practice. 


Development of personal 
discipleship. 


Training in leadership and 
management. 


Interdenominational 

community. 


Vocational guidance. 





there 
maybe 
more to 
Moorlands 
than you 
realise 
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'rom sunrise to sunset, 
my values for human life 
were insulted by what I 
saw around me. Tens of 
thousands of bare-footed, 
ragged children roamed the 
city streets with no stable home 
of their own. Over half of the 
population of the city live in conditions 
of absolute poverty, working long hours 
for a pittance. 

my experiences lead me to the | 
conclusion that God has delivered into 
our hands the vast responsibility 
of creating a climate which « , 

enables the seeds of his love 
to grow in human hearts.’ .a 0 



South American ^ :/w 
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MY GENERATION CAN'T WAIT 

OMS hears the cry for help and hope from 
every dark comer in the world 

Are you part of the answer? 

Evangelists, counsellors, youth workers, 
teachers, disciplers, church planters, 
accountants and secretaries urgently needed 
NOW! 

Witt you open your heart to what God 
would have YOU do? 

How can I get involved? 

• Youth Crusades 2 weeks 

• NOW corps 6-8 weeks 

• Ml programme 1-2 years 

• Career missionary 5 year term 

The openings are varied. There is always a 

need for Secretaries, English teachers. 
Youth leaders, Bible College lecturers. 
Kitchen staff and DIY experts. 
Whatever your talents and skills, whether they 
are practical or academic, the Lord may want 
us to use you in His work with OMS. 

OMS International, 1 Sandileigh Avenue, Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 9LN Tel: 061-445 3513 


Then he said to his disciples , " The harvest is plentiful but the 
* ?Lon* 


workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest , therefore to send out 
workers into his harvest field. " Matt 9v 37,38 


Joining together 
to serve the church 
around the world. 9 


LINKS INTERNATIONAL 
OASIS HOUSE 
ESSEX ROAD 
CHADWELL HEATH 
ROMFORD 
ESSEX • RM6 4JA 
TEL: 081-598 9507 
FAX: 08 1-597 6695 


Commission 


Links International is 
committed to the commission 
left by Jesus to His Church — to _ 
go into all the ivorld and preach 
the gospel. 


Challenge 

Links International is 
committed to presenting the 
challenge of 'World Mission 
to all Christians and giving 
opportunities to join together 
to serve the Church around 
the ivorld. 


Compc 

Links Inters 



passion 

Links I rue r national, due to the compassion of 
many , has been able to release tens of thousands of 
pounds to the Church ivorldivide. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS WRITE FOR OUR FREE 
INFORMATION PACK. PLEASE QUOTE REF: LI. 6 


race Barnet - Pat Cook 


Board of Trustees 

Norman Ba 

David Mills 
Associates: Terry Brewer - Ian Farr 
Peter Martin * Peter West 


t (Director) • Gi 
lills * John Noble * John 


Links is a member of the Evangelical Alliance and the 
Evangelical Missionary Alliance 
Links International is a registered Charity Number 327000 



Christmas at the Vicarage 


CHRISTMAS in the vicarage means hard work 
and exhaustion. Charity leaflets start arriving in 
July, before I’ve thrown away the ones from the 
year before. I criticise the shops for displaying 
all their decorations in October. In November I 
organise a big charity card sale, with lots of 
advertising and I continually say: “It comes 
round so quickly”. 

I buy too much dried fruit for all the Christmas 
cakes we make in Children’s Church on Stir-up 
Sunday. I light an Advent candle on Advemt Sun- 
day, and try to keep it up for the rest of Advent, 
often forgetting. I plan a nativity play, write the 
church magazine for December and for January, 
type carol services, don’t enjoy carol singing 
door-to-door, and miss all the last-dates-for- 
posting so have to buy endless first class stamps 
for all the people we try to keep in touch with, 
saying “we must meet in the new year”. 

I know too much about behind the scenes of 
our big services to appreciate the mystery and, 
because of all the work involved in helping to 
prepare for them, we have little time to enter- 
tain before Christmas. The theory is that we 
celebrate Christmas during the 12 days after 
Christmas, by which time we’re almost too ex- 
hausted! 

Then there’s the family. Who will be with us 
for Christmas? The children are grown up (hap- 
py memories of opening their presents on 
Christmas night, rather than Christmas morning 
when Daddy was a work). How will mother-in- 
law be? When shall I see my sister and family? 
We can’t go to them for Christmas, because we’re 
always working. Will it be a good party? And 
how can we celebrate when others have nothing? 
Where are the lonely? . . . 

Run here, dash there. “Sorry, I can’t stop. Oh, 
I can’t stand Christmas ...” But, if I’m honest, 
there is a deeper reality. I get a tingle when those 



brochures arrive, when the green and gold 
decorations appear in the shops, when plans have 
to be made. For all my dash and bluff, I do love 
Christmas simply because of what it is — the 
celebration of the word made flesh, the birth of 
love. 

Each year I make the resolution that I shall be 
more organised and keep things simple so that 
I can share more deeply and widely the celebra- 
tion with others. Already the resolution is slipp- 
ing, but I look forward with hope to the peace 
I find in our pre-lunch quiet Communion on 
Christmas Day when I pray the hope that one day 
everyone everywhere will sing with joy: 

Love came down at Christmas 
Love all lovely love divine 
Love was born at Christmas 
Stars and angels gave the sign. 

Jane Bugg 

Jane is married to Peter Bugg, Vicar of Brill and 
Diocesan Agricultural/Rural Chaplain. She is 
chairman of Lord William School's governors, 
a member of the Diocesan Board of Education 
( Schools ) and vice-chairman of The DOOR 
Editorial Support Group. 


Bringing peace out of panic 


WHEN I think of Christmas I 
get this funny feeling inside of 
me, deep in my tummy — but 
it’s not a warm, Christmassy- 
type feeling, it’s a feeling of 
panic. Have I remembered 
everyone’s presents? Have I 
bought enough food? Will the 
teenager ‘rave’ at the local 
nightclub I’ve organised turn in- 
to a riot? I’m not one who panics 
easily, but Christmas weeks — 
well it’s enough to try the pa- 
tience of a saint. 



Take last Christmas, my first 
Christmas with the in-laws com- 
ing to us. The food has to be 
good, the decorations tradi- 
tional, the open fire glowing, 
that carefully arranged casual 
look that takes days to prepare. 


Halfway through the prepara- 
tions the phone rang, 'and a 
distressed teenager burst into 
floods of tears: “My parents 
hate me, they’ve kicked me out. 
I’ve got nowhere to go, no 
money, what shall I do?” Panic. 

Peace, Christmas is the com- 
ing of the Prince of Peace, an 
end to the panic. It comes home 
to me in the quiet before mid- 


Finding Christ 
in the shop 



CHRISTIANS are involved in 
all sorts of secular employment. 
In my case it is in retail manage- 
ment. Only some of us work for 
Christian employers with Chris- 
tian ethics, and it is not easy for 
us to take a stand when our 
superiors want to do something 
that goes against our Christian 
principles. The outcome of such 
a stand for some could result in 
no job. 

How, then, do we present the 
‘Good News’ to those with 
whom we work. Certainly not 
by being fanatical. We need to 
show ourselves as normal peo- 
$ pie, like the rest of the 
workforce; and yet different in 
so much as there are things 
which we will not do or say 
which goes against our Christian 
belief. Yes, we will get that dig 
or two at times, but I have found 
that the majority of people 
respect the views which I have. 
What they will not stand for is 
hypocrisy. So our Christianity 


is a life style that has to be lived 
out at our place of employment. 

If we are open to the Holy 
Spirit opportunities do present 
themselves when we can tell 
others about Jesus. At times 
people seek me out to pray for 
them when problems arise. I 
was once asked to inform a 
member of staff that someone 
dear to them had died, because 
it was felt that I was the right 
person to do it. 

Advent for the retailer is a 
very busy time. Many hours of 
planning are put in to try and 
ease the work load as much as 
possible. Nevertheless, we get 
tired through working extra long 
hours. We face harassed 
customer^ — tired of having to 
cope with parking, the crowds, 
the queues. This is just the time 
when the Christian way of life 
is put to the test. 

It is easy to get so wrapped up 
in the commercialism of 
Christmas that the true meaning 



can be forgotten. I am thankful 
for the carol service in Oxford 
centre for shoppers and retailers 
at which representatives from 
the main Oxford stores read the 
lessons. It is at such an occasion 
that we are reminded that whilst 
commercialism is good because 
it provides employment and 
benefits to both shareholder and 
the work force, Christmas is an 
important day on the Christian 
calendar when we celebrate the 
Birth of Christ, Our Lord and 
Saviour, a day which we must 
never forget. 

Brian Dent 


Brian Dent is the General Mer- 
chandising Manager at the Ox- 
ford branch of W. H. Smith and 
Son, and a Reader in the Parish 
of Cumnor. 


TOO much to do? Not enough m< 
in? Small voices singing Away in 
stillness at midnight, a moment < 
ing? What does Christmas mean 
up your mind we asked seven Chri 
of life to describe what Christm; 


United v 


night. Communion. That still, 
small voice saying to me: 
“Judith, peace I leave you. My 
peace I give you”. Panic over. 

Judith Levermore 
Judith ( centre in the photo) is 26 
and works for the Buttercross 
Youth Project in Witney, a 
Christian charity with the aim of 
demonstrating Christ's love for 
young people. 


WHAT does Christmas mean to 
us, the Chosen Evangelical 
Revival! Christmas is the day 
when the great love of God, 
almighty creator, brought free 
salvation and release from the 
deathly bondage of sin to His 
dying human creation; when He 
sent his only beloved son from 
glory down to earth as the 
saviour of all those who 
acknowledge their sinful state 
before our holy God and are 
eager to repent of all their sins. 

Jesus the Saviour! Jesus the 
Redeemer! Jesus the Way and 
Door into Eternal Life! Jesus the 
Light of the World! (Matthew 
1:21; Timothy 1:15). There is 
no other name under Heaven by 
which man can be saved but 
Jesus ,( Acts 4:12). 

On Christmas Day, believers 
are united with the angels in 
heaven in praise and worship 
and adoration to welcome the 
saviour of the world, the king of 
kings. 

This day is a day of disaster 
for satan, the condemned master 
of this world and for his people 
and his servants. In all his at- 
tempts to kill the Lord over All tc 
he was defeated, beginning with tf 
Herod, his servant. This day is w 
useless and hopeless for Chris- a 
tians who are Christians in name 
only, and who will not repent ti 
and continually seek to be pure \* 
in God’s sight, and so never s< 
know real cleansing through the S 
power of the Blood of the Son n 
of God. h 

But this day is a joyful day of o 
victory for believers, because C 
God was bom as a human being, h 
leaving His heavenly glory to 
show us The Way into Eternal C 
Life. It is the day God showed g 
His pure, undivided, original c 
love for us human beings, the a 
day Jesus Christ, Son of God, o 
came to be the perfect sacrifice p 


Policing C 


THIS Christmas, like many 
others, will bring police officers' c 
across the country into situations a 
where they will experience c 
depravity at its lowest level. It I 
will also be a poignant time, as c 
the season brings so many c 
memories of colleagues who c 
have made the supreme ti 
sacrifice. d 

Moderation in society is so f 
often surrendered to excesses of b 
all kinds and my colleagues will / 
find themselves engaged in a r 
whole range of unpleasant tasks, b 
In recent years there has been v 
a determined effort to reduce the £ 
number of drink/drive ac- 
cidents, and there has been some b 
success. Yet there will still be i 
police officers dealing with ac- c 
cidents caused through drink, p 
Yet there will still be officers t 
breaking bad news to relatives, \ 
and there will still be officers ( 
whose own ‘Christmas’ will be \ 
marred by having to deal with t 
such tragedies. t 

Many other occasions will c 
come our way. For some inex- 
plicable reason, Christmas l 
brings with it frequent en- t 
counters with short-tempered, / 
frustrated and arrogant people, < 
who rely on the police to resolve / 
conflict. ( 
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TRAVEL IN MIND? 

Why pay more than you need to?: 

CROSS TRAVEL specialise in discount flights worldwide. 
Examples of our Current Moneysaver Fares: 


New York 

£185 

Los Angeles 

£325 

Tel Aviv 

£225 

Frankfurt 

£65 

Singapore 

£460 

Tokyo 

£640 

Perth 

£710 

Round the World 

£900 


All scheduled flights, round trip from London 
For availability and quotes for other destinations: 

c r ; - 6 -s s BANBURY (0295) 275661 
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Close to God 


I BELIEVE that Christmas is a 
sacred day, I always think that 
without God giving his Son, we 
would have nothing to cling to. 
There’d be no faith whatever. 

I always go to Midnight Mass. 
I‘love to go. It strengthens you 
and gives you inspiration to help 
you through the days. I do like 
to pray, and when I go to Com- 
munion, I always ask God to be 
with me and to meet me at the 
altar. And I always thank Him 
for his blessings. 

You wonder why so many 
people come to church at 
Christmas who never usually 
come. I think the Spirit touches 
them. It’s true — God works in 
mysterious ways. 

Years ago, Christmas Day 
was more holy. You kept that 
day like a Sunday. My mother 
was a real Christian. She kept a 
pub called The Rose and Crown 
where I was born, but she 
always closed the pub on 
Christmas Day. That was the 


only time in the year we had 
chicken for dinner. Sometimes 
we used to buy a little chicken 
and fatten it ourselves. 

We were poor, but we had a 
wonderful life. On Christmas 
Eve we hung our stockings up 
and we had a silver piece, 
orange, apple and a few nuts in 
them. I had a rag doll that 
somebody had made. My 
mother would also sit and play 
a game with me like ‘Snakes and 
Ladders’. 

We were happy and thankful 
for what we had. I believe that 
money is the root of all evil to- 
day, and people put their happy- 
go-lucky life before God. But I 
pray “Draw us together Lord 
and draw me closer to Thee.’’ 
Gertie Dore 

Mrs Dore was born in 
Stonesfield in West Oxfordshire 
in 1906 and has lived there 
ever since. She was widowed 15 
years ago. 


A God who rolls 
up his sleeves 


EMMANUEL ... God with us! 
For me, Christmas each year 
reminds me of that truth, for 
although the story of the baby in 
the manger can bring on a nas- 
ty attack of sentimenaltity, it re- 
mains a most powerful and 
visual symbol of a God who 
rolls up his sleeves and joins us 
in the very ordinariness of life. 

In times of sadness and 
bereavement, Christmas has 
also been a strangely comforting 
reminder that something bigger 
than my sorrow is happening, 
and it has often been in the trim- 
mings of Christmas: putting up 
the tree, making mince pies, 
wrapping presents, activities jso 
often dismissed as irrelevant to 
the real message of the festival, 
that I have found the reality: 
God with us! Each bow tied and 
bauble hung, has declared the 
truth I didn’t necessarily feel, 
and long on to life by its coat- 
tails. When the pastry got burnt 
and the Sellotape mangled, I got 
cross and cried, but my need not 
to be left behind as Christmas 
approached, somehow kept me 
going. 

As a teacher, I have often 
wondered whether we have done 
Christmas a dis-service with out 
nativity plays and carol services. 
I don’t think I could imagine 


Christmas without them, but I’m 
not sure that it is a children’s 
festival, any more than Easter or 
Pentecost. By handing Christ- 
mas over in this way it certain- 
ly becomes much easier for us 
adults to avoid facing its 
challenge, and what message do 
our pupils actually receive? 

Truly to understand the incar- 
nation, however, will take more 
Christmases than any of us will 
celebrate and perhaps I am 
wrong to underestimate the 
power of that ‘simple’ story of 
the baby in the manager . . . 
After all, it was the fairy on the 
tree who whispered through my 
tears over pastry and Sellotape: 
“Take heart — God is with us!’’ 
Shirley Benson 
For 10 years Shirley was Head 
of Religious Education at 
Holmer Green Upper School , 
but now combines some part- 
time RE teaching with her work 
as a Development Officer for the 
Chiltem Chrictian Training Pro- 
gramme. 


ELEPHANTS 


Here is your chance to do something practical for conservation. 

FOSTER AN ORPHAN ELEPHANT 

This exciting new idea will benefit the orphan elephants of 
Kenya and give you a real feeling of involvement. 

The orphans are in the care of Daphne Sheldrick at her orphanage 
and Barbara McKnight, a biologist, who will oversee their 
reintroduction to the wild. Simply by becoming a foster parent 
you will be helping to pay for the important food and medical 
supplies they continually need. 

You will receive an introductory gift pack and a half-yearly 
update on the progress of your elephant and have the knowledge 
that you are helping tq secure their future. 

Fostering prices start from just £14.95. 

For full details of this exciting new idea please write to us at 
the address below or telephone 0293-871596. 

Care for the Wild 

1 Ashfolds, Horsham Road. Rusper, West Sussex RH12 4QX. 


lough money? Memories crowding 
A way in a Manager ? A moment of 
noment of emptiness in the morn- 
as mean to you? To help you make 
ven Christians from different walks 
Christmas means to them. 


Christmas 


any Despite this gloomy 

:erz catalogue, Christmas provides 
ons ample opportunity for many acts 
nee of Christian love to be shown. 
1. It Up and down the country, police 
, as officers will be offering acts of 
any charity across a broad spectrum 
vho of society. They will befriend 
me the poor, the homeless and the 
destitute. They will offer com- 
so fort and a helping hand to the 
sof bereaved and broken-hearted, 
will As well as giving they will also 
n a receive, and be taken into the 
>ks. hearts and actions of many folk 
een who will want to express their 
the gratitude to the police service, 
ac- Like me, these officers each 
>me have a family who will be anx- 
be ious for them whilst they are on 
ac- duty. Please pray for all those 
nk. police officers, and members of 
;ers the other emergency services, 
/es, who will be on duty this 
:ers Christmas, that their time in ser- 
l be ving others will be peaceful and 
vith that they may return in safety to 
their families when their duty is 
will done. 

lex- Philip Ringer 

nas Philip is a Chief Inspector with 
en- the Metropolitan Police. He 

ed, U V es with his family in Chalfont 
=>le, St Giles, and is training to be a 
>lve non-stipendiary priest on the 

Oxford Ministry Course. 


ture, to repent and rejoice 
together in songs in our salva- 
tion and to share meals. We con- 
demn anything that mars the 
beauty of our Saviour. Our 
hearts are to be the Holy Tem- 
ple of God. 

Yusto Otunno 

The Most Revd Yusto Otunno 
came to Oxford from Uganda as 
a refugee four years ago. He is 
Archbiship and President of the 
world-wide Chosen Evangelical 
Revival whose local members 
meet in St Luke's Church, 
Cowley, not as a separate 
Church but as a revival move- 
ment emphasising the need for 
repentance what they believe to 
be the End Times. 

Photo: Frank Blackwell 
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to restore us to the Father. It is 
the beginning of the Good News 
which means, we must be sav- 
ed to enter eternal life. 

This day is the day of salva- 
tion, to which I have been a true 
witness since My Lord Jesus 
saved me from my sins in 1947. 
Since then day and night I have 
relied on His blood and as He 
has shown me my sins one by 
one and I have repented before 
God and the other believers, He 
has corrected my former life. 

We, the CER, celebrate 
Christmas together but not with 
glamour and drink as the world 
celebrates. We gather together 
as one family in church and in 
our homes in worship and 
praise, to share the Holy Scrip- 


Evangelism 

- sharing in spreading the Gospel - 
is one of the principal aims of CMS. 
Throughout its history CMS has 
emphasised Christ’s command to 
proclaim the Good News to the 
whole creation.lt has 
always sought to respond 
positively to invitations to 
make known the Gospel 
and to encourage the 
witness of Christians both Jpt' 
in Britain and overseas. 


Evangelism 

is integral with 
renewal and justice to 
the aims of the 
Society. These aims are 
worked out in 
partnership with 
Christians across the 
world, and make for 
a wholeness in the 
presentation of the 


Gospel of Christ. 
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MORE 
THAN 
JUST A 

HOLIDAY! 

O n a Martin Brodier 

holiday you'll find lively 
groups of fun / 

loving Christians all having a 
great time! We offer you both 
comfort and style at a price that 
won’t break the bank! With 
exciting activities, odd ball 
cabaret evenings and the chance 
to make lots of friends it's hardly 
surprising more and more people 
are moving up to a Martin Brodier 
holiday each year. . . 

COME WITH US! 

loin our groups of 40-120 people. 
We've no age restrictions and 
everyone is welcome. Experience 
the friendly atmosphere, you can be 
sure you'll soon feel at home. 

CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP 

Stimulating teaching and worship. 
Familiar guest speakers. The joy of 
God's Holy Spirit and the excitement 
of sharing in his word together! 

Going on holiday with Martin 
Brodier is like going on holiday in a 
large friendly family! 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY! 

★ Air, Coach & Self-Drive travel 

★ Luxury Accommodation. 4 star 
hotels, fabulous meals & twin rooms 
with en-suite bath/shower/wc 

★ Excellent Skiing. Top resorts, good 
snow conditions and skiing for all 
abilities 

★ Fully inclusive prices. Luxury travel, 
accommodation, ski equipment, tuition 
and SKI PASS. 

- There’s nothing else to pay! 


Welcome to our exciting collection of fun 
packed holidays. Send for your free 
colour brochure now! 



OVER 70 SKIING HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE & AUSTRIA 




Tunisia 

luxury beachside hotel. 


Greek Island Cruising 

relax onboard our Caique 



Be still and 
know that I 
am God' 



Desert Safari 

The Sahara by coach, camel & jeep 


French Riviera 

camping & mobile homes 


MARTIN BRODIER 


'/Martin -fa 

^RODIER/ 


H O L I DAYS 


There’s no better choice! 


send to: MARTIN BRODIER HOLIDAYS, 15 Alfred Road, 
South Norwood, London SE25 5LE. Tel: 081-654 5679 


Please rush me my full colour MARTIN BRODIER 
brochure , 

NAME ’ 

ADDRESS 1 


POSTCODE- 


SKIING 


TUNISIA 


Join our lively groups in France and 
Austria this winter. Travel is by air, lux- 
ury coach and self-drive. Either way 
everyone meets up in the resort. You'll 
stay in three and four star hotel accom- 
modation with all rooms having en- 
suite facilties. Ski pass, ski equipment 
and lessons are all included in the price. 
December 1990 - April 1991 

Prices from £279 


Stay in our beautiful three star hotel set 
right on the beach and surrounded by 
25 acres of beautiful grounds. At its 
heart is a huge swimming pool with 
childrens area and shady terraces 
where all meals are served. Accom- 
modation is in twin rooms with en-suite 
facilities and air. conditioning. What 
more can we say? There's satellite TV, 
sauna, steambath, four tennis courts, 
stables, crazy golf and a full animation 
programme by day and different enter- 
tainments each evening. Travel is by air 
from Gatwick. 

May - September 1991 

Prices from £275 


DESERT SAFARI 

If you're the kind of person — perhaps 
best termed an 'adventurer' as oppos- 
ed to a 'holiday maker' who really 
wants to find out about the country 
he's visiting and to discover what life's 
all about in the interior — discomforts 
and all — then this exciting excursion 
is for you. 

The beauty of our Tunisian holiday is 
that if one week is enough for basking 
in the sun then on your second week 
you can be off for an adventure to the 
Sahara. Travel is by air conditioned 
coach ond camel or Land Rover! 
May - September 1991 

Prices from £53 


FRENCH RIVIERA, 
AUSTRIA & GREECE 

Throughout the summer you can also 
enjoy a holiday to the South of France, 
staying in Frame tents and Mobile 
Homes at our three star site on the 
beach near St. Tropez. With prices 
from £ 1 08 for ten days including coach 
travel and self-catering accommoda- 
tion, early booking is essential! 

Our popular holidays cruising the Greek 
Islands and walking in the beautiful 
mountains of Austria are again 
available to those who don't like the 
thought of spending all their time on a 
beach! 


DON'T MISS OUT! 


— Send for your < olour brothure today! 
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Scientists 
in the 
making 


Miooig 
MoHce 
B oaM 



CHALFONT St Peter Church 
of England Middle School has 
a new headmater, Mr John 
Underwood. The Governors 
were also planning an evening 
for parents. So it seemed an 
ideal time to take a closer look 
at some of the school’s day-to- 
day activities. 

The result was an exhibition 
of photographs showing a day in 
the life of the school. “We just 
went round one typical morning 
and took almost 80 photographs 
of what was going on,” Mr 
Underwood said. 

The school incorporates a pair 
of classic Victorian school 
buildings which had been add- 
ed to over the years. However, 
the exhibition reveals that the 
school is far from Victorian in 
outlook. As another member of 
staff put it: “The fact that we 
live in a 19th century building 
does not mean that we are ig- 
norant of the increasing 
demands of the 20th century. 

“The ability of the emerging 
population to cope with modem 
science and technology can 
never be in doubt when you 
watch the children of CSP at 
work.’’ (See photo below). Cap- 
tains of industry please note! 


\ 


Why we are giving up 6 Ex-mas’ 


AS I write this, there are fewer 
than fifty days left until 
Christmas. Is this a threat or a 
promise? I suspect that, for too 
many of us, the promise of 
Christmas has become the threat 
of ‘Ex-mas’. 

However many days there are 
left, our hearts sink at the pro- 
spect of all the problem-solving 
there is to be done. When I start 
being prematurely pre-occupied 
with it on our summer holiday, 
eager to find something dif- 
ferent, my husband, not surpris- 
ingly x is unsympathetic. 

The shops appear otherwise, 
cramming their shelves with 
unseasonal trivia shortly after. 
In fact, they are cashing in on 
our neuroses. My challenge is 
daunting: to seek out gifts that 
are relevant, unusual and inex- 
pensive, more than sixty times 
over! The thrill of having solv- 
ed that trickiest present-problem 
with a unique novelty early on 
in the proceedings, turns to 
dismay as suddenly, row upon 
row of these items are pro- 
minently displayed in every 
chain-store in all the identical 
town centres. 

Wrapping 



these elusive 


articles stretches into the early 
hours of a string of nights, 
resulting in short temper, fatigue 
and an inability to think clearly. 
All this, just at the moment 
when inspiration is vital to com- 
pile those yard-long food lists, 
and superhuman stamina need- 
ed for wayward trollies that have 
to be intricately weaved in and 
out through supermarkets with 
twenty-one mile tailbacks to the 
check-outs. 

As it seems that the spirit of 
Christmas is being trampled 


underfoot in its infancy. I in- 
formed our ever-expanding 
multitude of relatives that we 
were giving ‘Ex-mas’ a miss this 
year — so not to give us any 
presents. What’s more, I shall 
not be frantically preparing 
elaborate meals with painstak- 
ingly crafted festive table set- 


tings. Our decorations will be 
simply the dwindling number of 
religious cards we receive, that 
strive to remind us of the 
original momentous event. 

Nevertheless, I still intend to 
spoil my family rotten — with 
a rediscovered abundance of 


seasonal goodwill! Christmas 
will be here in a few weeks’ time 
— and that’s a promise. 

Veronica Webster 
‘ Ronnie ' Webster is a 
clergyman ’ s daughter who lives 
with her husband and two sons 
near Witney. 


Road to Bethlehem 


GLOOM hung heavily on us, 
and it was that time of day when 
a weary sun had retreated from 
our world and darkness cloaked 
the stars, smothering their at- 
tempts to bring light to the earth. 

Behind us lay memories of the 
long, drawn-out monotony of 
painful strides through a coun- 
try which necessity declared we 
must cross, yet freewill urged no 
such journey. Ahead, a small 
town, sprawling, uninviting, a 
resting place with no guarantee 
of repose. 

I have passed the stage where 
numbness provided a barrier and 
now every step was painful. The 



YOUNG DOOR 


mental stress of trying to remain 
cheerful had taken its toll, and 
now we were in a quiet, punc- 
tuated only by the occasional 
prayer of desperation, which 
seemed to voice itself from the 
silence that was within. 

The wind whipped up 
memories of scorn and derision, 
of faces once friendly that had 
rejected us. In a people that 
doubt God’s revelation, it’s hard 
to accept that a child could be 
conceived, through his power 
alone, to an ordinary woman; 
that a carpenter should see the 
Lord in a dream. 

With every step the road 
seems longer, the pain more in- 
tense and our isolation more 
complete. Anguish and uncer- 
tainty for the present, here and 
now, and doubt of what lies 
ahead grow as the darkness 
thickens. For a place to rest and 
lie down — Oh, even that the 
hills would enfold us so we 
could have rest. But worst of all 
the feeling that maybe God 
wasn’t with us; that He didn’t 
share this, the pain, suffering 
and rejection; and then where 
would we be? 

For an instant there was a 
light, a star fell and for a mo- 
ment the sky was torn in two. 
And at the end of the birth, or 
was in a death, we knew that 
God was there. 

Nick Oliver and Andy Chrich 
Nick and Andy live in the 
Diocese, but are currently 
students at Cambridge. 


More letter^ 

(continued from page 9) 


A voice from the pew 


Thank you for the supplement on Women Priests. 

To me it seemed a little shocking when our vicar an- 
nounced some years ago that women would administer 
the chalice, and as I waited in the aisle I intended to 
go to the ‘man side’. But as I waited,! automatically 
took my place as one became vacant and as I was con- 
centrating on the Sacrament I was not even aware that 
1 was receiving the cup at the hands of a woman. 

I feel sure that amid all the arguments for and against 
the ordination of women the Word of God will speak 
and have His Way. And then, surely, all must accept 
the answer. 

Honor Barnard 
Wokingham , Berkshire 


Agreed Syllabuses in the country are plainly ultra vires! 

The pre-eminent status of Christianity as the major 
religion of our country is clearly stated on page 5 of 
the booklet, and it is for this reason, I have no doubt, 
that the Oxford Diocesan Board of Education was happy 
to recommend its adoption in Church of England 
Schools. A decision which, as a Church Warden and 
a Synod member, I applaud. 

Crispian Graves 
Chairman of Buckinghamshire 
County Council's SACRE , 
Vice-Chairman of the Education Committee 


Simple prayer 

That so many Christian leaders in the Diocese have join- 
ed in producing a common prayer for the Decade of 
Evangelism is a cause for deep thanksgiving. May I 
plead, however, for something much simpler and more 
easily remembered. The prayer of a Chinese Christian 
— familiar to older generations — surely says it all: 
“Lord, revive thy Church, beginning with me.’’ 

Winifred Green 
Oxford 


Syllabus agreed 

The Revd David Reynish’s letter on the subject of Buck- 
inghamshire’s Agreed Syllabus contains a number of 
accusations which I find distressing. The fact that the 
good priest is at odds with the Diocesan Authorities, 
is unfortunate though not my concern, but I am dis- 
turbed to note his assertion that the syllabus fails to com- 
ply with the ’88 Act. 

I am assured that our syllabus is indeed perfectly 
legal, and I would add that if it is not, then half the 


The ministry 
of healing 


Having read the articles on the ministry of healing in 
the October edition of The DOOR — and what a 
pleasure it was to do so — I feel that the Guild of St 
Raphael should also be mentioned. 

The Guild has branches in various Churches 
throughout the country and also abroad, including 
Australia, New Zealand and the West Indies. Members 
undertake to pray regularly for those whose names they 
are given, and this means at home, not just at special 
services. 

Most branches hold a monthly guild service in. church. 
Some have services more frequently, whilst others in 
addition hold meetings with prayers in members’ 
homes. There are also services with the laying-on-of- 
hands and Anointing. Prayers include those for the 
medical profession with whom the Guild co-operate 
fully. 

This year the Guild of St Raphael celebrates its 75th 
anniversary. 

S. Grinsted (Mrs) 
Caxersham, Reading 



THE MOVEMENT FOR CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY 

A Christian Initiative In British Politics 

The Movement for Christian Democracy, convened by David Alton MP and Ken Hargreaves MP, is an all-party, non-denominational 
organisation committed to bringing Christian value back into British political life. 



The Movement is committed to the following six principles: 

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESPECT FOR LIFE 

RECONCILIATION EMPOWERMENT 

ACTIVE COMPASSION WISE STEWARDSHIP 

Members will receive a regular newsletter and a copy of the declaration of 
aims and values. 



FUNDING: There is no membership fee but we do 
require funding to run the Movement. It costs us £10 
per member per year; please consider if you are able 
to cover the cost of more than one member. 
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■ APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

* Please complete this form in ink and capital letters and return with a donation to: 

I David Alton MP, House of Commons, SW1A OAA. 

I Name: - 


Address: 


DOI 


I 
I 

I • 

I 

| Political/Organisational experience:. 

I ! 


.Postcode. 
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A SECURE 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers sup- 
port and specialised care to its more elderly pensioners, including 
clergy widows and church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry. 

Running 8 residential and nursing homes the Board offers security 
and peace of mind at a time of life when it is most needed. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 1991 , but in order 
to cope with the growing number of our pensioners we must con- 
tinue this much needed work by planning and building new homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE 




To: The Secretary, The Church of England Pensions Board 
7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

I would like to help those who have cared 
for others and enclose my donation of £ 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Further details of your work 

Information on Deed of Covenant/Annual 
Donation/Payroll Giving 

A form of words to remember the Pensions Board 
in my will 


Name 

Address , 

Reg. Charity no. 236627 TD12 



SCOTLAND 1991 


WITH 
BILLY GRAHAM 


In the past few years many parts of the ILK 
have partieipated in missions with Billy Graham. 
Hundreds of thousands have attended these meetings 
and large numbers have responded to the gospel. 
Billy Graham has now said “yes" to an invitation from the 
churches in Scotland and they are already busy preparing to share in 
mission together. Thousands of people are praying for God's blessing 
on all the plans. Will you join them in prayer for Scotland 1991? 


PRAY 

TODAY 


► FOR K 

SCOTLAND m 

19 9 1 Y 


EDINBURGH 

ABERDEEN 

GLASGOW 


MAY-JUNE 1991 

and 

LIVELINK MISSIONS via SATELLITE 

in the rest of Scotland and the U.K. 


If you are interested in the 
possibility of a Billy Graham 
1.IYEI.INK MISSION in your 
area, please write to. 

Livelink Department 
Scotland 1991 
Suite 421 

36 Washington Street 
Glasgow G3 8AZ 
Tel: 041-248 1991 
Fax:041-221 3577 



BRITAIN’S BRIGHTEST 
CHRISTIAN DIARY 

now ready 
“MY POCKET 
COMPANION FOR 
1991 ” 

Now in its 76th year of publication, it is more 
than just a diary. It includes devotion pages and a 
text for every day. 

Popular Edition — 64 pages, full diary, 
interesting articles — strong cover, fully 
illustrated. 

Single copy 90p, 10 copies £7.80, 20 copies 
£14.35, 100 copies £60. 

Popular Improved — 64 pages as above with 
outer plastic cover. 

Single copy £1, 10 copies £8.80, 20 copies 
£16.50. 

De Luxe Wallet Edition — 96 pages, fine brown 
or black wallet cover, gold lettering. 

Single copy £1.45, 5 copies £6.75, 10 copies 
£11.50. 

All above prices include postage. 

Order now from: 

Dept D, 

The Protestant Truth Society (Inc), 

184 Fleet Street, 

London EC4A 2HJ. 



Making an Advent 
mobile 
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Getting 
ready for 
Jesus 


HI, 

By the time you read this, the 
Church's season of Advent will pro- 
bably have started. The word 'Advent' 
means coming, and it's the time we 
prepare for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. 

When a special friend is coming to 
visit us, we look forward to seeing 
them amd make lots of preparations. 
Sometimes, we get so excited that we 
even cross off the days on a calendar 
until their arrival. 

There are lots of ways you can get 
ready for Jesus's coming. I expect 
most of you will have had Advent 
calendars with doors to open-one for 
each day up to Christmas Eve. Try our 
home-made Advent mobile for a change 
this year. You can also buy or make (with 
adult help) an Advent Candle. These 
have to be quite tall, and are marked one 
to 24 top to bottom and each day you 
burn one section. We usually light ours 
at breakfast time. 

Another way of reminding ourselves 
about the meaning of Advent is to make 
or buy a set of crib figures and a stable. 
We made ours when Sian and Catyn 
were small, and it comes out on Advent 
Sunday (that’s the first Sunday in Ad- 
vent). We set it up in the living room with 
just a shepherd and some animals by it. 
The three kings are put on the bookshelf 
and don’t ‘arrive’ until January 6. Mary 
and Joseph are put somewhere else in the 
room, and gradually ‘journey’ to the 
stable until they reach it on Christmas 
Eve. We add the tiny figure of Jesus after 
our Midnight Service early on Christmas 
Day. 

If your friends see your Advent mobile 
or your crib figures, they may start ask- 
ing you questions. Then you can tell them 
the Good News of Christmas and help 
them to understand why the excitement 
doesn’t end at bedime on December 25. 

Have a very Happy Christmas, 
Roger Fray 


CROSSWORD 

ANSWERS 

Crossword on Page 19 

ACROSS: 

1. Silent night, Holy night, 6. Ham, 10. 
Babe, 13. Alb, 14. and 30. A O, 15. Bar, 
16. See, 17. Asa, 19. Wine, 20. Ken, 21. 
Christmas Decorations, 24. Eli, 25.Di.v, 
26. Joy, 27. At, 29. Eat, 31. So, 32 IX 
34. Ice, 36. Solo, 37. \r. 39 \E, 40. 
Thrones and sceptres (Wisdom 6: 21). 

DOWN: 

1. Sung Eucharist, 1. Number Sixteen, 3. 
George Smyttan, 4. Young man's feet, 5. 
There is no rose, 6. Has, 7. Ale, 8. Flake, 
9. Piano, 11. Abi (2 Kings 18: 2), 12. Ban, 
18. Sec, 22. Rede, 23. Iliad, 27. Ass, 28. 
Too, 33. Gas, 35. Cap, 38. RC. 


PRO-PLUMB 


Professional central heating and plumbing 

NEW HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED, OLD SYSTEMS 
OVERHAULED, COMPLETE BATHROOM SUITES 
INSTALLED (including tiling), BOILERS SERVICED AND 
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE, etc. 

Over 60 years trade experience. Member of the N.A.P.H.E. 


Telephone: Reading 477408 



AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works: We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

DEPT E4, 13 Knightsbridge 
Green, London SW1X 7QL 




IVe exist to help 
you share pour faith 
in the community 

MISSION FOR CHRIST 
RURAL EVANGELISM 
9 White Rock Road, Hastings TN34 1LE 
Telephone: (0424) 422597 . 




AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording, Editing, Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 
Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 


SHELIA 

SCHOLES 

Couture Designer 

First Floor 
5 High Street, 
WINDSOR, 
Berks 
SL4 1LD 

APPOINTMENT 

NECESSARY 

Telephone: 

0753-850124 
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Taxing 

problem 


It might be a question to 
ponder during Advent. Is the 
Revd Paul Nicolson correct to 
insist in the ‘Hambleden Valley 
Group Magazine’ that the peo- 
ple of Jesus’ time were subject 
to the same type of Poll Tax 
which he. is now refusing to pay? 
We must examine the scriptures. 

“And it came to pass in those 
days,” writes St Luke, “that 
there went out a decree of 
Caesar Augustust that all the 
world should be taxed.” It cer- 
tainly looks like a Poll Tax. 
Learned commentary suggests, 
of course, that this particular 
census was a literary device of 
St Luke’s to get Mary and 
Joseph to Bethlehem in time for 
the holy Nativity. Nor for that 
matter did it take place in 
December — since the Judean 
hill country is notable for its lack 
of shepherds and their flocks at 
this time of the year. 

It doesn’t invalidate the point. 
There is plenty of evidence 
elsewhere in the Roman world 
of head counts for taxation pur- 
poses. But did Herod the Great 
whose ‘publicani’ collected the 
taxes in Palestine at the time of 
the Nativity, and whose conduct 
generally makes Saddam Hus- 
sein look like Tiny Tim, really 
go in for a Community Charge 
to pay the first century binmen 
and schoolteachers? The 
evidence is against it. It may 
have been a Poll Tax. But it was 
certainly no Community 
Charge. On this point at least, 
it looks as though Paul is both 
right and wrong at the same 
time. 

Underhand? 

But then, the ways of the 
clergy of the Church of England 
are many and various — as the 
details of the sale of the Old 
Rectory of St Mary’s and All 
Saints’, Beaconsfield, em- 
phasise. In bygone days, we are 
told an underground corridor let 
from this extension and charm- 
ing house, built in 1540, asking 
price £550,000 to the nearby 
George Inn. But it is not just a 
little disingenuous of the ven- 
dors, the PCC and the Oxford 
Diocesan Trustees, to suggest in 
their publicity material that it 
was constructed to enable 
revellers at the inn to evade cap- 
ture by the Police? Was the 
kindly old Rector of a bygone 
age, whoever he was, so philan- 
thropically concerned with the 
welfare of the more bibulous 
citizens of his parish that he in- 
stituted massive earthworks for 


Choristers from all over the Diocese gathered 
at Evensong at Christ Church Cathedral, Ox- 
ford on Saturday, November 3 to receive their 
Bishop’s Awards from the Bishop of Oxford, 
the Right Revd Richard Harries. The Junior 
Award for candidates between 12 and 15 is to 
encourage younger choristers, and is presented 


only after a test and on the recommendation 
of their choir master and parish priest. Suc- 
cessful candidates are entitled to wear a special 
badge and purple ribbon. The Senior Award 
goes to older choir members between 15 and 
25 who receive a badge and green ribbon who 
have also been tested and recommended. 


their benefit — or can you think 
of another reason why he might 
dig out this passage to the pub? 

Spadework 

Nor, it seems, has the habit of 
clerical digging gone out of 
fashion even now — witness the 
Revd George Braund and his 
parishioners, who this Autumn 
have used their spades to good 
effect on a sponsored trenching 
around the footings of the 
Church of St Mary Magdalene, 
Crowmarsh, thus reducing ris- 
ing damp whilst also increasing 
church hinds. 

Uprooted 

But then, ministry makes 
many and varied demands upon 
those who are called. One man 
digs a trench. Another uproots 
himself. The Revd David 
Bishop of St Clement’s, Ox- 
ford, after 23 years in this 
Diocese, has been appointed 
Rector of Avondale, Harare, 
and takes up his incumbency in 
the New Year. At the same 
time, Elizabeth, his wife, who 
has worked for Relate for the 
last fifteen years, takes up her 
appointment as a Diocesan 
Counsellor with a special con- 


cern for the problems generated 
by Aids — in Africa the disease 
has reached epidemic pro- 
portions. 

The decision to make such a 
move to Zimbabwe cannot have 
been easy — they will be parted 
from their large family, in- 
cluding their grandchild Jessica, 
2, and David’s mother who is 
87. The other side of the coin is 
that they face new and exciting 
challenges at the very beginning 
of the Decade of Evangelism. 
But as the scripture says, induc- 
tion into the kingdom of heaven 
involves “things new and old”. 

The Corrymeela Communi- 
ty, made up of people of all 
denominations working for Irish 
reconcilliation, celebrates its 
Silver Jubilee this year at its 
home in Ballycastle, Northern 
Ireland. Its splinter group in 
Reading held a celebration con- 
cert by Northern Ireland oboist 
Bryan Kay and friends on 
November 24th. 

New life 

But the old, if it is to be of any 
use, should, I think, be put to the 
benefit of the present. A plaque 
was awarded this year by the 
Oxford Preservation Trust to the 


Diocesan Board of Finance and 
their architects, The Howes and 
Allen Partnership, for the 
restoration of Holy Trinity 
House, Turn Again Lane. The 
chairman of the award panel, 
Mr Tom Hassall, commented: 
“It has been wonderful to see 
this house come back from the 
dead”. 

At Woodstock a distinguish- 
ed exhibition of ecclesiastal 
tapestry, ranging from the late 
17th century to the present and 
entitled ‘Signs of the Times’, 
has been held at the parish 
church. The ‘signs’, of course, 
are the traditional symbols, like 
the cross and the fish, which 
have been part of our 
iconography since the early 
Church. 

Church bells 

The past, too, can be used to 
stimulate the imagination. 
Medieaval Abingdon, die second 
volume of the history of the 
town by Mieneke Cox is now 
out, a fascinating insight into the 
workings and the Lfestyle of the 
period. Nor was lif? without its 
excitements — in the form of 
plagues, scandals murders and 
riots. 


A new churchwarden’s 
diary: more extracts 


Saturday 4 May 

I now hear that I am booked with our 
other Churchwarden to go to a 
Warden’s Workshop next Saturday. 
Looks good. The cartoon on the 
booking form of a Churchwarden in 
the pulpit of his church with water 
up to his waist saying: “I’d like to 
say a few words about the roof 
fund’’ is surely only a joke, isn’t it? 
Saturday 12 May 
The Wardens’ Workshop was very 
good. It was reassuring to find that 
many wardens who attended had 
been wardens for some time. Shows 
that you can always go on learning. 
We were advised not to clear ivy off 
gravestones as the graves might col- 
lapse! Everybody kept talking about 
the DAC in almost hushed whispers. 
What is it? or who are they? 

Faculties seems to be the clue. The 
Bishop of Dorchester, Bishop An- 
thony talked about our spiritual role 
as that of “Announcing and Reveal- 
ing the Kingdom of God’’. He told 
us he longs to go to theological col- 
leges and tell prospective clergymen 
that they should “Not touch the 
flowers in church!’’ I wonder what 
he meant? 

Monday IS May 

The day of the Visitation, or even- 
ing actually. The average age of the 
wardens who seemed to have come 
from every town and village possi- 
ble was at least 70, so I am in good 
company. Everyone arrived early. 
Habit perhaps? Most people seem- 
ed to cast their eyes heavenward. 
Very spiritual I thought until I heard 
conversations about the poor state of 
the church roof. The registrar look- 
ed rather sombre in his wig and 
gown but when he spoke was actual- 
ly quite funny. Towards the end a 
rather keen and animated lady from 
Church House got up and spoke. 
What she said was very helpful. 

Sunday 20 May 

Rotas! When there are problems 
with rotas why do the Wardens have 
to sort them out. One of our very 
local members has just announced 
that they want to come off all the 
rotas they are on. Today I was ready 
to take their place and read one of 
the lessons, when they turned up, but 
then read the lesson from the centre 
of the nave rather than the lectern. 


Illustration, Graham Jeffrey (1989) 
is reproduced from The Chur- 
chwarden's year (Church House 
Publishing, 1989, £1.50) by permis- 
sion of the Central Board of Finance 
of the Church of England. 



Saturday 26 May 
God is good isn’t he? I helped mow 
the grass round the church yester- 
day. It was hot and sunny and I felt 
so happy. Decided I would start a 
new theology about God’s good 
works and our response. 

Sunday 27 May 

Why do people, and I mean respon- 
sible grown adults, act like children 
when they cannot get their own way? 
Why is music in church an area for 
potential conflict? 

Friday 1 June 

No-one to look after the creche next 
Sunday. The prospect of nursing 
numerous babies single banded is not 
good. Fortunately someone offers to 
help. God bless volunteers! 

Sunday 3 June 

The person who came off all the 
rotas wants to now come back on to 
all the rotas! I am very pleased. 


Saturday 9 June 

My turn to unlock and lock up the 
church today. Went up to Church 
and found someone sleeping in the 
church doorway all tucked up in a 
sleeping bag. I really had no idea 
what to do, but as I was unlocking 
the door an unkempt face peered out 
of the sleeping bag. I helped the 
unknown man to his feet, his limbs 
stiff from the cold and the stone 
floor. We talked about his past and 
we prayed and he wanted money but 
I had none on me. Eventually he 
went off up the path to find the main 
road to continue his journey. 

My heart was sad that day as I 
thought of that man walking with 
really nothing and the prospect of 
another cold hard bed that night. 


And so, to the present. It has, 
it seems, occurred to British 
Telecom that not everybody can 
lay hands at the drop of hat on 
an up-to-date copy of 
Crockford’s. So, how do you 
get hold of the Vicar of Upper 
Twittlebury when you don’t 
know his name? Telecom has 
the answer. In future, clergy 
telephone numbers will be listed 
both under their names and, 
separately, under the churches 
which they serve. I suppose it’s 
their idea of a Christmas pre- 
sent. There are times when I feel 
like leaving mine permanently 
on answerphone! 

Edited by Richard Hughes. 

Rector of Whitchurch-upon- 
Thames. 


Light for South Africa 

THE image of a burning candle at 
a special service for South Africa 
will remind worshippers that a light 
still shines on that troubled country. 
The service organised by the 
Reading Council of Churches will be 
held at the Church of St William of 
York, Reading on Monday. 
December 3 at 7.30pm. 

At the end of the service other 
candles will be lit and the Co- 
ordinators of Concern for South 
Africa, the Revd Elizabath Brazell 
and Sue Errington, hope that these 
will be distributed to representatives 
from every church in Reading: “so 
that they can be lit during services 
in December, including Christmas, 
as a sign that we remember South 
Africa and pray for peaceful change 
there.’’ 


Rowland 


Gadsden 


CABINET MAKER 



High quality handmade furniture designed for you. Furniture restoration including French Polishing. 


Custom Built Lounge Furniture 
Fitted Kitchen 
Furniture Restoration 
Chair Making 
Furniture Stripping 


• Handmade Furniture • 

• Luxury Fitted Bedroom • 

• Furniture Design Service • 

• French Polishing • 

• Woodturning • 

• Antique Furniture For Sale 

The furniture workshop is the mecca for anyone who cares for good furniture. Rowland Gadsden has been in the business for 20 
years, many of them as a prototype cabinet maker, making items designed by experts to prove whether or not they were practicable. 
Now he designs furniture to customers' requirements and makes them too. Mr Gadsden works only in solid timbers to produce items 
that may well become tomorrow's antiques. He is well qualified to restore pieces that have been in families for generations and 

is also a skilled french polisher. 

TRADE WELCOME 

Prototype Design Work, Jig Making, Assembly Working, Contract Work 

Contact: Mr R Gadsden. Telephone: BRILL (0844) 238481 

Show room open by appointment 

The Furniture Workshop, Clearfields Farm, Wootton Underwood, Brill, Aylesbury, Bucks HP 18 0RS 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


CHURCH FARMHOUSE 
HOLTON, OXFORD 


Residential Care 
JUST OPENED 



10 luxurious bed/sitting rooms, all ensuite facilities with TV & 
personal telephone points. Lift. Nurse call system. Home 
cooking. 

A beautiful country house midway Thame/Oxford tastefully 
converted but totally unspoiled, set in 14 acres in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty. 

Personally run by the proprietors, experienced in elderly care. 
Enquiries for long or short stay welcomed. 

For full details contact Mrs Margaret Shergold SRN 08677 2605 


C 
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Retirement 

SECURITY LIMITED 

VERY SHELTERED 
HOUSING, 

LEIGHTON PARK, 
READING, BERKS. 

EMMBROOK COURT 


“Security, safety and care in a 
beautiful setting” 

This unique development is specifically designed for older 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence. The 
concept of Very Sheltered Housing has been developed by 
Retirement Security Ltd to five people full independence, 
but also sufficient services to enable them to stay indepen- 
dent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook court provides luxury, spacious self-contained 
accommodation together with a housekeeping service on the 
premises and on call 24 hours every day of the year. In- 
dividual domestic help and personal care is provided. There 
are extensive communal rooms, including a lounge, library, 
conservatory and dining room (where meals are provided if 
required). 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting 
(Leighton Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

Why not visit Emmbrook Court and have a look for yourself. 
Whether you are comtemplating a move to a Rest Home or 
Nursing Home for yourself or a relative, or just about to 
retire, Emmbrook Court could be the perfect answer. Apart- 
ments now available from £98,500. 

For further details contact: 


Mr Lawrence Klein, Regional Director, 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Telephone: 0734 503745 


To 

advertise 
on our 
regular 

QUESTION 

OF 

CARING 

feature 

Telephone: 
Glyn Davis 
on Oxford 
( 0865 ) 880505 . 
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Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street. Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Ho ur Answ ering Service 



UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


Christian 
Nursing Nome 

Near Edinburgh 

Beautiful stately home by 
River Tyne occasionally has 
vacancies for residents (holi- 
day/long stay) and for staff. 

Telephone: 

0875 340708 



TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


Walking Difficulties? 

THE MOST ADVANCED WALKING 
FRAMES IN THE WORLD BY UNISCAN, 
BRING YOU COMPLETE MOBILITY, 
INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM 
Our celebrated walkers and 
trolleys will keep you mobile and 
active. They have seats, wheels 
with automatic brakes, baskets, 
trays, fold for transport and 
weigh only 8lbs. Sold 
throughout the world. As seen 
on TV. Send or ring for 
illustrated leaflet or why not 
visit our factory. 

UNISCAN LIMITED 

13 Samson House, Arterial Road, Lalndon, 
Essex SS15 6DR. DEPT TD 
Tel: 0268 419288. Fax: 0268 46336 
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Nursing Home 


Long/ short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available , with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 


Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


WHITEGATES 

Small luxurious Retirement Home 

Set in 2 acres of peaceful Sussex 
countryside with lovely views, but not 
far from the beautiful towns of Battle, 

Rye and Tenterden. 

Spacious, comfortable, purpose built 
accommodation with 12 bedrooms, 
each having its own bathroom, colour 
TV, phone and emergency call system. 

Care, companionship and individual privacy offered to retired gentlefolk. Excellent 
cuisine and special diets provided. Long and short stays welcome. 

Enquiries to: ANGELA ARCHER or DAVINA MAXSTON 
WHITEGATES, WESTFIELD LANE (A28) 

WESTFIELD, EAST SUSSEX TN35 4SB 
Telephone: (0424) 754865 




Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

Rivermead Centre, Abingdon Rd, Oxford 
Telephone: Oxford 791818 


Lightweight Wheelchairs 


Also New Continence Clinic 
held on first Monday every 
MONTH, 2.30pm-4.30pm, ring 
for an appointment. 


AWAY WITH 
ARTHRITIS! 

By Dr Rex Newnham, Member of the International 
Academy of Nutrition and Preventive Medicine, 
osteopath and homeopath 

The essential new booklet for sufferers seeking a cure 
for arthritis, rheumatism and osteoporosis. Cost £1 .50 
+ 50p post and packing (send no money, we will invoice 
you). 

For your copy and details of recommended treatments, 
write to or telephone: 

Arthritis, Rheumatism and Osteoporosis Natural 
Healthcare Association (ARONHA), PO Box 32, 
llkley LS29 9SB. Tel: 0943 862893 (anytime). 

Book cost refunded on 90 days treatment course. 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 
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SOTWELL HILL HOUSE, BRIGHTWELL-CUM-SOTWELL 
WALLINGFORD. OXON 0X10 OPS 

LUXURY RESIDENTIAL HOME 
FOR THE ACTIVE ELDERLY 

VICTORIAN FAMILY HOUSE SET IN TEN ACRES 
OF BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED GROUNDS, 

PRIVATE ROOMS WITH EN SUITE BATHROOM 
AND INDEPENDENT CENTRAL HEATING, 

TELEVISION AND TELEPHONE. LUXURY LIVING 
WITH INDEPENDENCE AND DIGNITY. 

RESIDENT PROPRIETORS: J. E. & J. P. BUTTERFIELD 
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TRENOWETH VALLEY FARM COTTAGES 

St. Keverne, Helston, Cornwall TR12 6QQ Tel: (0326) 280910 

. Mrs Rosemary Peters 

Spacious, comfortable rural cottages, fully furnished and carpeted with well equipped kitchen, colour TV and 
laundry facilities, kitchen/diner, lounge/sitting room, shower room/toilet. Sleeping six people, each cottage has 
two bedrooms with duvets and covers for each bed. Surrounded by trees and fields, there is a safe play area for 
young children and a quiet garden overlooking the sea. Also a barbecue area. 

We have a 350 metre private drive and ample parking. 

Quiet relaxing environment, midway between St Keveme and Porthallow. Pleasant walks, beach, village shops 
and Inns l-l'A miles. 

Open Easter — end of October £60-£245 

Attractive early /late prices. 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


■■■ 
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GUIDED WALKING HOLIDAYS 

Week long walks, accommodation hotel/ 
guesthouses. Luggage transported daily. 
Experienced leader. Parties of 10 max. The 
Cleveland Way, Dales Walk in James Herriot 
Country, The Capt. Cook History Trail. 


notailc- 

GO-A-LEA TRAVEL 
12, Broadbent Street 
Brotton, Cleveland 
TS12 2TF 
Tel. 0287 76452 
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^Experience 




★ Tailor made intineries 


★ Special interest tours including natural 
history tallships voyages and many more 

★ Cruising experts — FREE parking at ports 
or airports on many cruises 

★ Specialists in long haul travel 

★ Low cost worldwide airfares 


ABTAJ 

A7744 


For a personal, professional approach 
to all your travel needs contact 
Caroline or Hayley 
Travel Experience, 

Tel (0458) 34744 | a bt/ 

2, Northload Street, Glastonbury A7744 


#1 
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GEOFF AMOS COACHES LTD 


1 2-53 seater luxury coaches including some executive 
class vehicles, with video, washroom, hot/cold drinks, 
reclining seats, double glazing, carpets etc. 

Also 63-71 seater service buses available. 

BRITISH AND IRISH 
INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS 1991 

IFRACOMBE — 4, 7 and 8 day tours 
BOURNEMOUTH - 3 and 7 day tours 

SCOTLAND including ISLE OF SKYE - 7 and 

8 day tours 

IRELAND — 7 and 8 day tours 
SUSSEX COAST - 7 day tour 
ISLE OF WIGHT - 8 day tour 
MORCOMBE AND THE LAKES ^ 3 and 8 day 

tours 

TORQUAY — 7 day tour 
All above tours include half-board accommodation 
SCOTLAND AND NEWQUAY FOR CHRISTMAS 1 991 ‘ 
4 AND 8 DAY FULL BOARD TOURS 
Pick up point central Banbury 
Please ring for further details and brochure: 

TEL: (0327) 702181 or (0327) 60522 


DEVOIM(SOUTH) 

Bring your family to stay on our farm, 
where you’ll find a warm, Christian 
welcome — and the kettle boiling! 
Glorious views over River Teign, within 
easy reach of Dartmoor/Torbay/Exeter. 
Fishing, Boating, Beaches within a 
mile. Games Room, with Snooker 
Table, Table Tennis, Darts. 
Bed/Breakfast with Evening Meal, with 
Good Home Cooking. 

Some rooms en-suite. Family and 
single accommodation. 

Brochure on request 
Mrs Gwyneth Pengelly 
Teignharvey Park 
Combe-in-Teignhead 
Nr. Newton Abbot TQ12 4RS 
’Phone Shaldon (0626) 872796 


RHOS-LLYN HOLIDAYS, BI- 
BLE WEEKS, LED RETREATS 
and WEEKEND BREAKS 

Provide a real opportunity to combine 
a time of spiritual, emotional and bodi- 
ly refreshment, aiong with enjoyment 
of the beautiful west Wales coastline 
and countryside. 

Attractively presented home cooking 
and quality accommodation with en- 
suite bedrooms. 

Special interest holidays include 
rambling and daily coach tours. 
Some exclusively for singles and those 
now on their own. 

Brochure From: 

Rhos-Llyn Christian Centre, Penparc, 
Cardigan, West Wales. SA43 2AB. 

Tel: 0239 614501 


EXMOOR 

FARMHOUSE 

HOLIDAYS 

Bed and breakfast from £13. Even- 
ing meal £6.50. Or Self Catering 
Cottage, sleeps 6 to 7. 25 acres of 
woods and streams, trout pond. 
Children, dogs, horses and mothers- 
in-law welcome. 

Tel: DULVERTON (0398) 23439 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing or holi- 
day. we can help you. Only 4 miles from 
Bourton-on-the-Water yet in quiet village. 
Lunches or tea for coach parties. Easy 
parking. Also B&B + EM. Three day 
bargain breaks until Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold 
View Guesthouse, Nether 
Westcote, Kingham, OX7 6SD. 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wvchwood 

830699 
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PILGRIM ADVENTURE 

If your idea of a good holiday includes, 
island hopping, hill walking, making 
new friends, worshipping in and out of 
the way places, then we recommend 
you send for details of Pilgrim Adven- 
tures 1991 holiday programme. 

Write to: Dave Gleed, Pilgrim Adven- 
ture, 22 Downend Road, Fishponds, 
Bristol. BS16 5AP. 


; MINEHEAD 

i West Somerset 

i Christian hotel and self-catering 
i flats . Directly on the sea front and 
i nestled under the hills of Exmoor, 
i Superb comfort and excellent 
1 company. 

! MINI BREAKS 

1 Charged at daily rate so you can 
1 afford to take a short break from 
1 home and completely relax. 

1 For further information write to 

1 Stuart Lawrence CW. 

1 Baptist Holiday Fellowship Ltd 
■ Westholme. The Esplanade, 
i Minehead. Somerset 
I TA24 5QP 




SPES TRAVEL LTD 


1991 

Come on a Pilgrimage with us to 
Lourdes - Rome ~ Fatima 
also 

Assisi and San Giovanni Rotondo 
and other new destinations 
Brochure available in December 

Please contact: 

Name 

Address 


ABTA 

ABTA NUMBER 


Postcode 


56364 


SPES TRAVEL, 18 CHURTON STREET, 
LONDON SW1V 2LL 
TELEPHONE: 071-821 5144 


ATOL NUMBER 
263 


Time To 
Contemplate ... 

How about your group 
getting away together? 
Rockmount, Port Isaac, 
Cornwall offer relaxed 
surroundings for spiritual 
refreshment. 

SAE for details to: 

Mr & Mrs G Benger, 
Rockmount, 

12 The Terrace, 

Port Isaac, 

N Cornwall 


-Highlands-JERSEY 


“lor the best in Christian hospitality . . . 

TWT 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry ★ Families welcomed 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms * Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool * Fully inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL- Corbiere St.Brelade 
Jersey JE3 8HN Channel Islands • Tel (0534) 44288 



muss 


E EIAIBIBIEIY 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY 
AND 

CONFERENCE CENTRE 



For further details 
or a brochure contact: 

The Booking Office, Lee Abbey, 
LYNTON, N. Devon EX35 6JJ 
Tel: (0598) 52621 * 


BISHOP'S HOUSE, IONA 

Beautifully situated overlooking the Sound of Iona, Bishop's 
House offers a warm welcome, comfortable accommodation 
and good food. Parish groups or individuals are welcome. 
Daily services in the house chapel. Booking essential. 

Contact Fiona Martin — telephone 06817 306. 


THE COLLEGE, CUMBRAE 

In majestic position on the Island of Cumbrae (Firth of Clyde), 
The College is sister house to Bishop's House. In addition it 
offers the facility for small conferences and music practice 
in the attendant tiny Cathedral (smallest in the UK). 

Contact Provost McCubbin — telephone 0475 530353 


Society of Retreat 
Conductors 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE, 
SCHOOL LANE, 

WEST KINGSDOWN, 

NEAR SEVENOAKS 
KENT TN15 6 AN 

047-485 2247 (shortly 0474-852247) 

Stacklands, the Home of the Society of 
Retreat Conductors, is an Anglican Centre 
for Study and the Giving of Retreats based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius 
Leyola. 

They are open to anyone who is searching 
to Know, Love and Serve God ... 

But be prepared for some rigorous 
spiritual exercises and serious self- 
examinations. 

APPLY TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley, 
fully qualified in Reflexology and 
Physical Essential Oils Therapy, 
has set up her practice in 
Abingdon. Her healing ministry 
has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 

For further information: 

Telephone: 
ABINGDON 555932 


FOOD FOR 
THE SOUL 

Expository ministry cassettes, 
€1.45 each including p&p, 56 titles 
including series on Foundation 
Truths (5 tapes). Secrets of 
Happiness (2), Holy Spirit (3), 
Spiritual Warfare (3). 

List of free sample message 
“Whole Salvation” 
from 

John Beecham 
Shalom. Station Road 
Shipston-on-Stour 
CV36 4BT 
Tel: 0608 61608 
Better Christmas Presents than 
boxes of chocolates ?l 


KiNOI AUDIO 

Specialists in Cassette 
Duplicators 

TASAM ■ SONY • TELEX 

Advice □ Demonstration □ 

After Sales Service 

Also: High Quality cassettes at 
very competitive prices. 


KINGS AUDIO 

230 Mudford Road, Yeovil, Somerset 
BA21 4NP. Tel: 0935 21823 


MAGDALEN COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

Affirming Catholicism 
10 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

THE BIBLE AND THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH 

Topics: Some Current Trends in Biblical 
Studies: Critical Biblical Study and Catholic 
Christianity: The Use of Scripture in cur- 
rent debates on ordination, sex and sex- 
uality 

Speakers: Peter Coleman (Bishop of 
Crediton): John Fenton (Christ Church): 
John Muddiman (Mansfield College): 
Elaine and John Bard»ell (St Stephen's 
House): Jeffrey John (Magdalen). 

Cost: £10 including lunch (£5 unwaged). 
Apply to the Dean of Divinity. Magdalen 
College. Oxford OX1 4AU. 

Cheques payable to “Oxford Affirming 
Catholicism". 



ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY - 
ARTIST DESIGNED 


VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 
Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s bookshop. 235 237. 
Manchester Corn Exchange. 
Hanging Ditch. M4 3BP 
Tel: 061 8351069 (home: 0942 
813280) 


THE BERKSHIRE 
CHRISTIAN TRAINING 
SCHEME 

would Ijke to engage an 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT 

on a part-time basis. 10 hours a week (max- 
imum) at £4 per hour and negotiable, to 
work in the centre of Reading at St Mary's 
House. 

Please contact: The Revd Dr Nicholas 
Cranfield for further details. 

ST MARY’S HOUSE, 
CHAIN STREET, 
READING RG1 2HX 


TERRY’S GROSS 
Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. 

NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN3 1EN. 

Tel: Brighton 29023 


DIOCESE OF 
CHELMSFORD 
YOUTH SERVICE 



The newly refurbished, 
14th century 

ASHELDHAM 
YOUTH CHURCH 

can now accommodate 30 
young people and 8 
leaders in comfortable, 
reasonably priced, 
centrally heated 
accommodation. 

Fully equipped kitchen for 
self-catering. 

Chapel. Class/ workroom. TV 
and video. Games field. 
Situated in the Essex 
countryside between the rivers 
Black water and Crouch. 
Ideal for sailing, canoeing, 
walking etc. 

Now taking bookings for 
weekends and weeks in 1991. 
Details from: 

Mrs Greta Rose 
89 Avon Road, Upminster 
Essex, RM14 1RF. 

Tel: 04022 26749 


IDEAL PRESENT 

BEAUTIFUL BOOK + GUARANTIED 
SOFT-TOY. "Quill's Adventures in 
the Great Beyond" and Cuddly 
Quill Hedgehog, £12. 
Feather Books 
Fairview, Old Coppice. 
Shrewsbury SY3 OBW. 


Frustrated with 
Stammering? 

If stammering has become an 
emotional and physical 
embarrassment, there is no need to 
hide behind a facade of not caring. 

The Stammering Cured Centre with 
experience, expertise and 
enlightenment can cure any form of 
stammering from mild to severe. 

EVERYTHING TO GAIN - 
NOTHING TO LOSE 

For permanent fluency and a positive 
future - contact: Andrew R. Bell at 

The Stammering Cured Centre, 

1 6 Floors Place, Kirkcaldy, Fife, 
or telephone: 0592 640700 
for course details - under no 
obligation 


Richard Butterworth suggests some Christmas books for children. 

Searching for a star 



For over twenty years, J.R.R. Tolkien 
wrote a letter to his children in which he 
described in words and pictures his house 
and his friends, and the events at the North 
Pole. Every December, this letter would 
arrive bearing a stamp from the North Pole 
with a coloured drawing or some sketches. 
Many of these letters reflecting the true 
spirit of Christmas are available in an at- 
tractive new paperback version of The 
Father Christmas Letters (Unwin £5.99), 
and can be recommended for all members 
of the family. 

The true meaning of Christmas can easily 
be submerged under the materialistic times 
in which we live, and it is salutary to read 
a charming collection of Bible stories, 
poems and prayers for children selected 
and retold by Ann Pilling. Before I go to 
Sleep (Kingfisher £8.95) contains stories 
from the Old and New Testaments which 
have been a source of strength and inspira- 
tion through the passage of time, and the 
illustrations bring characters and stories to 
life with great sensitivity. 

A new collection of Bible stories, using 
the New International Version, Tomie de 
Paola’s Book of Bible Stories , has been 
published with illustrations by Tomie de 
Paola (Hodder and Stoughton £8.95). This 
talented artist embellishes the familiar tales 
of Noah and the flood, Jonah and the whale 
and the story of the Good Samaritan, and 
many other familiar tales with her own in- 
dividual artistry, and brings to life those 
eventful times. 

Another charming story is The Animals * 
Christmas by Catharine Gardam, now 
reissued by Julia MacRae with pictures by 
Gavin Rowe (£7.99). In a snowstorm on 
Christmas Eve, all the animals disappear 
from Hawthorn Farm, but it is only after 
the festive service at the village church that 
Sam, Jane, Lucy and their parents discover 
where the animals have gone. 

Jill Barklem spent five years on research 
before she started to write her first stories 
about the mice of Brambly Hedge. The first 
four books were published in 1980, and 
now, Sea Story , the seventh in the series 
is being published to coincide with the tenth 
anniversary of Brambley Hedge. (Collins 
£3.95). Early one summer’s morning. Pop- 
py, Dusty, Primrose and Wilfred set sail 
for the sea, and their great adventure is 
under way. 

For older children, may I recommend a 
newcollection of poetry. This is The Ox- 
ford book of narrative poems (Oxford 
University Press £9.95). This book of nar- 
rative poems for children includes modern 
poets like Charles Causley and Roger 
McGough, together with traditional poems, 
and classic favourites by Keats, Tennyson 
and Lear. 

Finally, I turn to A Lion for the King , 
a Christmas legend from the Orient, by 
Meryl Doney (Lion £5.99). With original 
illustrations by Chinese artist Cha Li, this 
imaginative retelling of a familiar 
Christmas story has a great appeal. The 
search for ‘the royal star’ take the wise 
astronomers and Little Han along the Silk 
Road westwards to a distant country where 
they can discover the truth — the truth 
which is the foundation of our Christian 
belief. 

Richard Butterworth owns the Chapter 
House bookshop in Beaconsfield, and is a 
member of Chalfont St Giles Parish 
Church. 


Teddy Horsley kneels down to see the 
light streaming form the manger. Just 
one of many enchating illustrations from 
Lights (Bible Society, 99p) by Leslie J 
Francis and Nicola Lee, one of two new 
Teddy Horsley Christmas books. The 
Teddy Horsley Bible Series aims to build 
bridges between the young child’s day- 


Few of us remain unchanged by the amaz- 
ing events that have started to transform 
Europe at the end of the 1980s. David Ed- 
wards, the Provost of Southwark 
Cathedral, explores the implications of 
these events for European Christians in 
Christians in a new Europe (Fount £4.99). 
It is a very readable account of Christiani- 
ty’s contribution to the history of Europe, 
and a useful way in to understanding the 
background to and part played by Chris- 
tians in the overthrow of Communist 
regimes in Eastern Europe in 1989. 

I am challenged to think again about how 
narrow and limited (that is, English) my 
understanding of culture and religion is. As 
the single market of 1992 proceeds, what 
implications have these changes got for 
European Christians? Are we prepared to 
listen and learn from our sisters and 
brothers in Europe? What changes are 
needed in our Churches? What kind of 
communion can we have as democracy and 
prosperity gather momentum? Has Chris- 
tianity any part to play in the shaping of 
this society? Dr Edwards introduces these 
themes for us; we are left to pick them up 
and respond in prayer and action. 

Peter Cornwell, a former vicar of the 
University Church in Oxford, is now a 
Roman Catholic priest working as a prison 
chaplain in Oxford. His new book The 
Human Arch (Fount £3.99) is stimulating 
but, in places, irritating! 

I have come to believe that all authors 
should declare their bias, explain to poten- 
tial readers simply what they hope to 
achieve from their words and how their 
readers should use their books. I wondered 
who Father Cornwell was writing for, and 
how he thought readers would use the 
book? 

The book’s themes are vital and 
challenging ones. It takes as its guiding im- 
age Leonardo da Vinci’s definition of an 
arch as ‘‘a strength caused by two 


to-day experience of the world, and ma- 
jor biblical themes and stories. Both 
authors worked in the Church-linked 
colleges concerned with with teacher 
education and the series is a result of 
their extensive research into the religious 
development of young children aged 
three to six. 
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weaknesses” (p7) and argues that Chris- 
tians should work towards building a socie- 
ty based not upon a dependence-based 
culture which promotes independence, but 
one of inter-dependence promoting rela- 
tionships of mutual support. 

He argues that Christianity, and par- 
ticularly Roman Catholicism, gives us a vi- 
sion of society based on freedom that can 
affirm the individual without promoting 
self-seeking individualism. 

Unfortunately, I found Father Cor- 
nwell’s analysis of society to be, for me, 
superficial and trivial. What are the positive 
elements in recent developments in the 
economic production of wealth? Is there 
any such thing in society as an agreed 
understanding of the values that we share? 
I felt irritated by the way in which the book 
rambled in its avoidance of sustained 
engagement with some of these issues. I 
suspect that political Conservatives will feel 
that their positive contribution to society 
over the past decade is dismissed by this 
book. 

The book touches on an important theme: 
What kind of vision, issues and values 
should shape our society in the 1990’s. I 
remain unconvinced about our ability and 
willingness to spend less time on internal 
ecclesiastical concerns and more energy on 
our duty and right to contribut to the shap- 
ing of society's values in the next decade. 
The Revd J. W. Woodward is Chaplain to 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birm- 
ingham. 


Shaping up to the 
world of the 1990s 


CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

Looks little 
Costs little 

WORKS BIG! 

TEL: OXFORD 880505 
Ext 2140 or 2139 



Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


&obin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM. BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


P. L. BARRETT 
81 Ock Street 
ABINGDON 


H. J. KNAPP 
2*4 Church Street 
WANTAGE 


Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

' CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 


ESTABLISHED 1850 



TELEPHONE: 
(0865) 792227 


R. L. BROMLEY & SON 

Dignity in Destiny 

Funeral Directors and Monumnetal Masons 
24 Hour Personal Service to all areas 
145 Magdalen Road, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX4 1RL 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark's Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 



ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: BATH 339484 
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Crossword for Christmas 



ACROSS 


The Cathedral Church of Christ, Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd Eric Heaton, MA 
Tel: 0865 276161 

Christmas Services 

Dec 23: Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 7.30pm 
Dec 24: Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 3pm 
Dec 25: Matins 10am — Preacher: The Bishop of Oxford 
Sung Eucharist 11.15am — Preacher: The Dean 



etition 


Advertise the 
good news 

A HOARDING in the Oxford Road, Reading tells us: 

BUT, YOUNG 
BE ABBEY BE 
FOOLISH, BE’. 

Another shows us a piece of slashed purple silk. Both examples 
of advertisement are most oblique, but are famous enough to be 
recognised by millions. Everyone is familiar with the TV jingles, 
copy writers and film makers are of the highest professional stan- 
dard. Here is the power of advertising saying: “this matters!”. 

There are other advertisments in the Oxford Road. Jesus is Alive 
is in large letters of cut out coloured letters stuck on windows. Have 
Faith in God stands proud on a chapel front, like a shop sign. 

What effect do they have? It is just marking the contrast with 
the material world? Jesus Lives says a poster, but that’s oblique 
too, except to us, the initiated. 

I have set this scene because of a problem which I would like 
to share with readers. I was fired with some enthusiasm to suggest 
to my PCC original ways of using our notice board to put our church 
on the map and revealing it to be a place where one can find out 
about the meaning of life, at the same time advertising the Church 
as a whole. But how? Not texts from the Bible, but something which 
does communicate that the Good News is available . . . Any ideas? 

Catherine Hayne, Reading 

Whatever you think of religious advertising, we invite you to 
suspend judgement just for a few moments and come to the 
assistance of Mrs Hayne. Send us an advertisement ( not a Bi- 
ble quotation) of not more than 12 words but guaranteed to stop 
passers-by in their tracks and bring them into church. We can- 
not promise that Mrs Hayne will use it but we shall publish at 
least the best six in the February DOOR. There will also be a 
£5 book token kindly donated by the Newman Mowbray 
Bookshop, Oxford for the best one of all. 

Entries, please, on a postcard with your name and address by 
January 6 1991 to: The DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 


Who’s Who in the Diocese 


DECEMBER 

Sat 1, TUBNEY. Christmas Bazaar at 
Tubney Church, Oxford Road, Tubney. 
Cakes, gifts, raffle, refreshments. Pro- 
ceeds to Tubney Church. 2pm, admission 
free. Details: 0865 390803. 

Sat 1, READING. ‘Spiritual Warfare’, 
a day of ministry and teaching led by Don 
Brewin. 10am-6pm at St Agnes Church, 
Northumberland Ave. Details: 0734 
874448. 

Sat 1, COOKHAM DEAN. PCC Barn 
Dance. Village Hall at 8pm. Band and 
caller. £5 inc supper (£3.50 under 17). 
For charity. Details: E Dixon 0628 
27113. 

Sun 2, ISLIP. The Studley Singers in 
concert. 6.30pm. Christmas Music from 
the Messiah and Bach’s Cantata 61. 
‘Come Redeemer of our race’. 

Sun 2, COOKHAM-ON-THAMES. 
Christingle in church followed by tea in 
the parish centre. 4.30pm. Advent carols 
and readings from 6.30pm. Details: J 
Cawthome 0628 4841 18. 

Mon 3, READING. Service for 
Southern Africa. 7.30pm in the Church 
of St William of York, Upper Redlands 
Road. Candles will be burn’t throughout 
the service and it is hoped that represen- 
tatives from all Reading Churches take 
away candles to light in their own chur- 
ches at December services as a sign that 
Southern Africa is in their prayers. 
Details: Sue Errington, 4 Shirley 
Avenue, Reading, RG2 8TD. 

Wed 5, RAF HALTON. nr Aylesbury. 
Gala Christmas Concert for RAF 
Benevolent Fund’s Reach for the Sky Ap- 
peal. Festive organ and choral music with 
Jonathan Rees-Williams, Organist & 
Master of the Choir, Lichfield Cathedral) 
and The Halton Singers. 8pm at St 
George’s Church, RAF Halton, £2.50 
(£2 cone) inc, mulled wine and mince 
pies. Tickets: Wendover Insurance Ser- 
vices, RAF Halton Central Registry, PM 
hospital reception or at the door. 

Wed 5, OXFORD. A service of light 
with music and readings for Advent. St 
Mary Magdalen’s 8pm. 

Thurs 6, BANBURY. Healing Service 
7.30pm at St Paul’s Church, Warwick 
Road. Details: Revd Dr David Thomson 
0295 264003. 

Thurs 6, OXFORD. ‘Families and 
Under Fives’ a training day organised by 
the Church Pastoral Aid Society. 
Speaker: Judith Wigley author of a new 
book “Fives and their Families’’. 
7.30pm St Clements Family Centre. 
£2.50. Details: Mrs Wendy Slaymaker 
0865 60308. 

Fri 7, MILTON KEYNES. An evening 
with Garth Hewitt and Stewart Hender- 
son. 8pm Christian Centre, Oldbrook. 
£3.50. Details: Mr J Foakes 0908 
510698. 

Fri, Sat, 7 & 8 COOKHAM-ON- 
THAMES. A Christmas Carol by 
Chiltem Shakespeare Players. Holy 
Trinity Church 7.30pm. for Church 
Restoration Fund. Details: J Cawthome 
0£28 484118. 

Sat 8, READING. A Day of Prayer to 
prepare for the Decade of Evangelism. 
Keynote address by Bishop John. 
10am-5pm at Grey friars Church, Friar 
Street. 

Sat 8, SHRIVENHAM. St Andrew’s, 
Shrivenham & St Thomas’s, Watchfield 
present a Grand Christmas Bazaar with 
refreshments, stalls and Father Christmas 
in his grotto. 1 1 .30am-2.30pm at The 
Barrington Memorial Hall, Shrivenham. 
Ad lOp. Proceeds to Church Restoration 
Fund. Details: 0793 783398. 

Sun 9, COOKHAM-ON-THAMES. 
Carols and readings followed by “Joseph 
and his Amazing Technicolour Dream- 
coat’’. Collection for Children’s Socie- 
ty. Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm. Details: 
J Cawthome 0628 4841 18. 

Sun 9, PIDDINGTON (Nr Bicester). 
Patronal Festival and Children’s Service 
for St Nicholastide. 11.15am at St 
Nicholas Church. Collection for Helen 
House Hospice for Children. Details: A 
Tomlin Brill 237650. 

Mon 10, BRACKNELL. The Authori- 
ty of the Bible: An Evangelical Ap- 
proach’ by Revd David Wenham. The 
last in a series of lectures. 8pm, Langley 
Hall. £2.50, concessions. Details: Mr D 
Stratford, 0734 65340. 

Wed 12, PORTSMOUTH. A Quiet Day 
for Advent. Chatherington House. £7. 
Details: Cathy Norman 0705 593251. 
Thurs 13 — Sun 16, ALDER 
MASTON. York Nativity Play. 
Weekdays 8pm. weekends 7pm. Tickets 
free from: P W Dolphin, Kennet, Church 
Rd, Aldermaston RG7 4LR. Please send 
SAE. 


Fri 14, OXFORD. Christmas spirit at 
the Apollo Theatre, 7.30pm All Christian 
cast of professional actors and musicians 
headed by comedien, Peter Goodright. 
Mix of dramatic sketches, songs, carols 
and audience participation. Details from 
Langham Arts, 2 All Souls Place, Lon- 
don WIN 3DB or the Apollo. 0865 
244544. 

Wed 19, WANTAGE. Healing Service 
at SS Peter and Paul Parish Church, 8pm. 
Eucharist with laying on of hands. Details 
02357 2829. 

Sat 22, READING. CHRISTMAS UN- 
WRAPPED’, a day of outreach in South 
Reading Details: 0734 874448. 

Tues 25, COOKHAM. Holy Trinity. 
Carols by Candlelight at 6.30pm 

JANUARY 1991 

Thurs 3-Sat 5, HAGBOURNE (nr Did- 
cot). “Amahl and the Night Visitors’’ an 
opera by Gian Carlo Menotti, at St An- 
drews Church, East Hagboume. Suitable 
for children and adults, £4 (inc. 
refreshments) for Church, school and 
village hall. Details: 0235 813340. 
Thurs 24, OXFORD. A Watch of 
Prayer for Christian Unity at St Michael 
at the Northgate 2-5pm. A contribution 
to the Week of Prayer. 

Tues 29, HIGH WYCOMBE. Prayer 
Combat Day. Speakers include Don 
Brewin, David Mclnnes, Ray & Nancy 
Goudie, Michael Mitton. Three sessions 
starting at 11am, 2.15pm and 7.30pm. 
Free. St Andrew’s, Hatters. Lane. 
Details: Robert Ashman, Anglican 
Renewal Ministries, 6 Scriven Road, 
Knaresborough, N Yorks HG5 9EQ. 
0423 862034. 

NOTICES 

SPRINGBOARD 1991 is the seventh 
Oxford Diocesan Youth Assembly. 
Young Christians between 16 and 25 are 
invited to the Green Park Centre near 
Aylesbury for a weekend of discussion, 
friendship and fun. Issues for discussion 
may include homelessness, money, sex- 
uality, work and education — and many 
more. The Green Park Centre also offers 
a range of sporting facilities. Beginning 
at 6pm on Friday April 5 and finishing 
with supper on Sunday April 7 the cost 
is £24.50 (inc VAT) of which £5 is a non- 
returnable deposit. Bookings no later than 
Monday 18 March 1991. For further in- 
formation contact Peter Ball, Diocesan 
Youth Advisor, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB, tel: 
0865 244566. Please note financial help 
may be available from the Diocesan 
Youth Advisor, from your vicar, PCC 
or LEA. Don’t be afraid to ask! 

TO A GOOD HOME: Crockfords - 
back copies from 1935, 1947, 1969/70, 
1971/72. Contact the Revd Nigel Sans 
048 838244. 

Wycliffe Translators, need volunteers 
with access to a home computer, to help 
key in Scriptures. Level of expertise need 
not be high and the kind of computer is 
not important. Many Christians in the 
world still don’t have access to the Bible, 
and this is a way that we can help in this 
Diocese in the comfort of our own 
homes. If you feel able to help, please 
contact David Pearse, 7 Emery Acres, 
Upper Basildon, Berkshire RG8 8NY. 
Tel: 0491 671394. 

The MENCAP Visitors Service was 
created in answer to the question “Who 
will look out for my child when I’m no 
longer there?” Upon the death of both 
parents a Personal Visitor is appointed to 
monitor the care and welfare of their han- 
dicapped son or daughter through regular 
visits and a monthly report. In return 
MENCAP will give the visitor a small 
honorarium and out of pocket expenses. 
At the moment a man and woman in the 
Cowley area and two men at 
Boroughcourt near Henley urgently need 
Visitors If you think you can help please 
contant Elizabeth Tan, MENCAP 
District Office on 0296 437654. 

New generator urgently needed for St 
Philip’s Theological College in Tanzania 
to pump water from bore hole three kms 
away, to run the college mill which pro- 
vides flour for the students and surroun- . 
ding villages and to provide electric light. 
The old Lister 4 Cylinder generator burn- 
ed out in January. A new generator and 
a cost of long life low wattage bulbs will 
cost £12,000. John and Phyll Chesworth, 
BCMS missionaries at the college, are 
sponsored by Holy Trinity and Church of 
the Holy Spirit Parishes in Aylesbury. 
John’s father, Mr R. Vernon Chesworth 
is launching an appeal to raise the money 
which is urgently required and will 
gratefully receive any donations on behalf 
of the College at 268 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury. Bucks HP21 9PD. 


1. First words of a carol (6, 5,4,5) 
6. A son of Noah 

10. Infant 

13. White garment 14 and 30 Jesus 

( 1 , 1 ) 

15. Son of 

16. Diocese 

17. Jehoshapat’s father 

19. Eucharistic element 

20. Author of “Her virgin eyes 
saw God incarnate born” 

21. Seasonal display (9,11) 

24. Samuel’s mentor 

25. Tune for “As with gladness 
men of old” 

26. What our sorrow is turned into 

27. Preposition 

29. Something we do at the 
Eucharist 

30. (see 14) 

31. Therefore 

32. Concerning (Latin) 

34. Winter hazard 

36. Singular song 
37* The place given to the 
descendents of Lot 


39. Housman’s initials 

40. Rulers must honour wisdom if 
they value their... (7,3,8) 

DOWN 

1. Festival feast (4,9) 

2. Psalm quoted in “Messiah” 
(6,7) 

3. Author of “Forty days and for- 
ty nights” (6,7) 

4. Stephen’s executors laid their 
clothes at a... (5,4,4) 

5. First words of a carol (5,2, 2, 4) 

6. Singular of have 

7. Beer 

8. Smallest amount of snow 

9. Instrument 

11. Hezekiah’s mother 

12. Forbid 

18. Dry 

22. Advice 

23. Epic by Homer 

27. Beast of burden 

28. Also 

33. Goes with gaiters 

35. Headgear 

38. Roman Catholic 


The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Tel: Oxford (0865) 
244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 
HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Vcn John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover 
Road, Aylesbury, Bucks, 

HP21 9LW. Tel: 0296 23269. 


OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russel, Bishop 
of Dorchester, Hohnby 
House, Sib ford Ferris, 
Banbury, Oxon OX15 5RG. 
Archdeacon: The Ven Frank 
Weston, Christ Church, 
Oxford, OX1 1DP, Tel: 0865 
276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
John Bone, Bishop of 
Reading, Greenbanks, Old 
Bath Road, Sonning, Reading 
HG1 0SY. Tel 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Gri filths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 


Our Christmas has been compiled by Cedric Reavley of Bur- 
ford who says all you will need to solve it is The Bible (Authorised Ver- 
sion) and a dictionary (Chambers if possible ). Answers at the bottom of 
page 14. To avoid cheating you could cut them out and put them in a 
sealed envelope! 


LOCAL RADIO 

BBC RADIO OXFORD (FM 95.2 stereo AM148kHz/202M) 

Sundays 8.05am-9am Spirit Level: Christian magazine programmes 
which provide a mouthpiece for the churches. Run by a professional 
producer and a team of volunteers. 

Mondays to Fridays 7.55am Topical Thoughts featuring local figures 
and produced by the Spirit Level team. December presenters are: Mon- 
days, Mrs Judith Levemore, founder, Buttercross Youth Project, Duckl- 
ington (Witney); Tuesday, The Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford; Wednesday (except 12), Bernard Green, General Secretary, 
Baptist Union of Great Britain. On Wednesday 12, Rabbi Jonathan Ro- 
maine of the Maidenhead Synagogue will speak on the first day of 
Chanucah; Thursday, The Revd Rupert Charkham, St Aldates Parish 
Church, Oxford; Fridays, Miss Jenny Wigley, teacher, Oxford. 
Christmas Day 8.45 The Bishop of Oxford will give a short address 
wishing listeners a happy and holy Christmas. 

12.03pm A Christmas Carol Service recorded at St Aldate’s parish 
church, Oxford on December 16 will feature carols, drama and an ad- 
dress by the Revd David Maclnnes. 

RADIO 210 (102.9FM 97 VHF FM) 

Sundays 8am-9am The Sunday Breakfast Show with Graham Rogers 
and Eunice Cooper. Music, interviews, competitions, Church news. 

BBC RADIO NORTHAMPTON (104.2FM or 103.6FM 1107MW) 
Sundays 7.30am-9am Saint on Sunday a Christian magazine pro- 
gramme of Church news, bible stories, hymn etc. 

CHILTERN RADIO (96.9FM 828AM) 

Sundays 7.40am-8am Supergold Sunday with Robbie Crawley. Com- 
bines interviews with music and news. 

HORIZON RADIO, Milton Keynes (103.3FM) 

Wednesday 9pm- 10pm Connect. A magazine of news and local events. 

FOX FM (102.6FM) 

Sundays 6am-10am The Breakfast Show with Adrian Maughan. In- 
cludes a Christian Whats On? and Thought of the Day at 7.50am and 
8.50am. 

Mondays to Fridays 11.50pm Thought for Midnight. The Bishop of 
Oxford on Fridays. 


How to wrap up your 
Christmas present problems 


At this time of the year, it’s a problem 
knowing what to give. 

So it’s good to know that a Book Token 
will always be well received. 



Buy Book Tokens here. T hey’re exchangeable throughout the UK and Ireland. 


BOOK 

TOKENS 


Browsing round a bookshop is something 
everyone enjoys. And with a choice of books 
to suit the most unusual hobbies and interests, 
a Book Token is the perfect present. 

St Aldates Church Bookshop 
94 St Aldates, Oxford. 
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THE Sunday Communion ser- 
vice at All Saints Chapel in the 
John Radcliffe Hospital is un- 
conventional in more ways than 
one. The chapel holds no more 
than thirty people but, thanks to 
Cherwell Hospital Radio, a far 
greater congregation can tune to 
it from their beds in hospitals all 
over Oxford those who do get to 
the chapel are likely to include 
some wheel chair patients, one 
or two connected to drips and a 
couple of walking wounded. In 
fact as the Chaplain, Nicholas 
Fennemore says “Anything 
goes here”. 

Vital to the life of the Chapel 
are volunteers like Miss Mary 
Whitnall, who for 33 years has 
been involved in hospital 
chaplaincy work. It is they who 
make lists of those wanting to 
receive Communion on the 
wards, help patients down, and 
when necessary, provide a 
shoulder to cry on. 

For this, as Nicholas Fen- 
nimore says, is ‘the sharp end of 
ministry’ when someone may 
suddenly feel the need to talk to 
the Chaplain or receive Commu- 
nion for the first time in years. 


A hospital ministry 


The John Radcliffe Hospital Chaplain, Nicholas Fennemore (above left) outside the Chapel 
of All Saints and (above) conducting a service for patients. Miss Mary Whitnall (left) prepares 
to give out books, while the service goes out from the Cherwell Radio service based at the 
Churchill Hospital. Below right, Mrs Jenny Pond, headmistress of St Birinus C of E primary 
school, Dorchester, follows the service while recovering from a hip operation in the Nuffield 
Orthopaedic Centre, Headington. 

Photos: Frank Blackwell. 


CHURCH: All Saints Chapel is part of the John Radcliffe 
Hospital complex, and is situated on the busy main entrance level 
2. It adjoins the Chaplain’s office and a small hospital radio 
studio used for broadcasting Sunday and festival services. The 
chapel is open all the time for the use of patients, staff and 
visitors. Its focal point is a mosaic cross behind the altar. 
CLERGY: Chaplain — Nicholas Fennemore (Anglican); 
Chaplain’s Assistant — Mike Dadson. Also, two Free Church 
and an Roman Catholic part-time Chaplains. 

VOLUNTARY HELP: Miss Mary Whitnall and Mr Fred White 
act as unofficial Church Wardens, and prepare chapel for ser- 
vices, find out which patients would like the Eucharist taken 
to them on the wards, lead a team of volunteers who bring 
wheelchair-bound patients to and from services, help with cof- 
fee etc. More volunteers are always needed. 

SERVICES: Sunday — 9.45am Holy Communion (broadcast 
live by Radio Cherwell which is one of the best hospital radio 


services in the country, based in well-equipped studios in the 
Churchill Hospital, Oxford and run by volunteers). It broad- 
casts 30 hours a week to all Oxford hospitals. Most program- 
mes are pre-recorded, though the Sunday morning service from 
the John Radcliffe goes out live; Thursday — 12.30pm Holy 
Communion. Roman Catholic Mass on Mondays at 5.30pm. 
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve and Holy Communion on 
Christmas Day. 

PRAYER BOOK: ASB Rite A (adapted). 

HYMN BOOK: Ancient and Modem Revised. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: The Chaplain is on 24-hour call, and 
duties vary according to need. They range from taking formal 
services to blessing a stillborn baby or supporting relatives of 
an accident victim. There is a Christian Fellowship group, and 
at least one nurses’ prayer group. Carol Service with brass band 
on December 23 at 3pm outside the Chapel to which all are 
welcome. 


omni care 

INDEPENDENCE THIS WINTER 

SEE OUR RANGE OF POWERED 
WHEELCHAIRS , SCOOTERS , 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS AND 
REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT 



MULTI STOREY 
CAR PARK 
Ground Floor 
Disabled Parking 


RAILWAY ST 



The local response to all your needs with 
many items to help you with improved 
indepence and mobility. 

omnicare centre 


Monday to Friday 9-5. 30pm 
58B High Street 
Aylesbury. Tel: 415003 



Stranger in the world 

NO ATTENTIVE reader of the New Testament could fail 
to see the contrast between the so-called synoptic gospels and 
the fourth gospel. They vary from each other not only in the 
order of events, but in the portrait of the man who emerges 
from them. 

For the synoptic writers, Jesus is a figure of infinite at- 
traction — a genial speaker, whom the ordinary people heard 
gladly, at home in the world of nature, popular among the 
Galilaean populace, and gifted with remarkable powers of 
healing. There are shadows, but they are momentary until 
the Passiontide draws near. 

The fourth gospel, on the other hand, exhibits a man in- 
tensely alone in the world, whose destiny presses upon him 
from the beginning, often misunderstood even by his closest 
associates, carrying an air of mystery which is seldom breach- 
ed. He seems preoccupied especially in moments of indeci- 
sion as he waits to hear his Father’s voice. He lives at another 
level of consciousness, so it seems. He is a “stranger in the 
world” as the Psalmist says (Ps 119.19), ill at ease until he 
can go back to his Father’s home. 

The Synoptic gospels and the fourth gospel are not mutual- 
ly exclusive in their understanding. Both pictures of the man 
they describe are true in intention, but they are drawn from 
a different angle, under a different light and against a dif- 
ferent mental and spiritual background. 

We worship this Advent a human child, born in an inn, 
brought up in a godly home, who in early manhood became 
aware that he was a “stranger in the world”, with a destiny 
no one could share, and no man could emulate — to be the 
Saviour of mankind, the Lamb slain from the foudation of 
the world. 

Believe, and tremble . . . 

Stuard Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author 
of many books. He lives near Banbury. 


STOWE LANDSCAPE 
GARDENS 



The Cradle of English 
Landscape Gardening. 

Laid out between 1713 and 1775, thereafter unaltered. 
One of the supreme creations of the Georgian Era. 
580 acres adorned with 32 garden temples and 
monuments. 

3 miles N.W. of Buckingham. 

Grounds open: — 

15th-24th December, 27th December-8 January 1991 
Daily from 10-6 or dusk if earlier. 

Free Car Parking 

ADMISSION V5 V TELEPHONE 
£2.50 j 43* ,ty_0280 822850 

THE NATIONAL TRUST 






